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Abstract: The study started with a question as to why Turkey’s application for European Union’s full 
membership since 1987 has been very difficult. Thus, the study then aimed at finding out whether it is 
true that the main reason for Turkey’s difficulty over its admission has been due to religious 
matter.The author’s another hypothesis was that Turkey will never be accepted as a full member 
country regardless of her years of painstaking efforts. In other words, although Turkey has done her 
best to put up with EU’s requirements, the prerequisites are only reasons to delay the admission 
process. The issue is not that Turkey does not abide by the EU’s socio-economic standards, but it is the 
issue of Turkey being a majority Muslim country that really matters. To put it differently, since Turkey 
does not conform to the EU’s cultural and religious standards she has no place inside EU, and therefore 
should never be allowed in.In terms of methodology, this research was purely a library kind of 
research, where the focus was on books, journal articles, newspapers and so on. From this study the 
author found out that although the majority of European politicians supported Turkish membership, 
public opinion in EU’s countries generally opposed. Several states, notably France and Austria, made 
clear their reluctance to Turkey’s admission. The findings of the study implied that the existing clash 
of civilizations between Islam and the West will get worse, and this is absolutely unfavorable for the 
future of world civilization. 
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INTRODUCTION 
 

Since 1963, when Turkey was accepted as an associate member of the European Community (presently 
known as the European Union - EU), it has striven for admission as a full member of the body. Later on, in 1987 
Turkey formally applied for full membership. But much to Turkey’s disappointment, the decision was deferred 
until 1993. By then it seemed obvious that the EU was reluctant to act on Turkey’s application. In fact, most 
EU’s member countries objected to Turkish full membership for a variety of socio-economic and political 
reasons (Metz, 1995). 

From the author’s point of view, the issue here is not about Turkey’s non-compliance to the EU’s socio-
economic and political standards. It is in fact the issue of Turkey being a predominantly Muslim country that 
really matters. To put it differently, since Turkey does not conform to the EU socio-cultural and religious 
standards she has no place inside EU, and therefore should never be allowed in. 

Indeed, what is really frightening the non-Muslim inhabitants in Europe now is the fact that the Muslim 
population is exploding, not counting their enthusiasm to learn more about their religion. Thus, what they are 
really afraid of now is the possibility that the Muslims will become Europe’s dominant population in the very 
near future. Turkish entry will make this problem even more severe. Turkey will become the most powerful 
country in the European parliament, because of its population. Obviously there has been a religious motive 
behind EU’s refusal on Turkish membership.  

Since many Europeans perceive Islam and its adherents as an eminent danger, confrontation and hostility 
towards the Muslim immigrants are the reactions that have been formed. As a result, the Muslims in Europe 
have been the subject of marginalization and victimization. Thus, it is the purpose of the author in this article to 
uncover and to dispel all the misunderstandings of the West about Islam. 

 
MATERIALS AND METHODS 

 
The Return of Ottoman Empire and Islamic Spain: 

There has been a popular misconception among many Europeans that the admission of Turkey to the 
European Union (EU) might possibly bring back the Turkish Muslim armies to the region. In this case, the 
author believes that any perception of Turkey planning to re-conquer Central Europe and the Balkan States is 
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just a fallacy. The Europeans must accept the reality that the Ottoman Empire (1299–1923) is long gone, and the 
new Anatolian generation is a ‘different’ group of Muslims. Likewise, massive Muslim immigration to Europe 
and Muslim population’s booming in the region should not be seen as the return of the former Islamic Spain 
(Andalusia), and the coming together of the European Muslims against their non-Muslim neighbours. Certainly, 
this is a deep illusion and a misconception of evident truth.  

The problem with the West is that, it is afraid of its own shadow. The EU is afraid that due to high Muslim 
fertility and birth rates, the Christians will lose their control of the continent. They are afraid that the existing 
Muslim minority will soon become the majority and climb toward political power. 
 
Connecting Islam with Fundamentalism and Terrorism: 

The rise of terror attacks worldwide strikes fear in Europe. Following the 9/11 attacks in America, a series 
of events ranging from the bombings in the Madrid subway / train station of March 11, 2004, the murder of 
Dutch filmmaker Theo Van Gogh in November 2004, who made a film on the oppression of Muslim women, 
followed by the London blasts of July 7, 2005, riots in the French banlieues in November 2005, and then violent 
incidents that accompanied the protest against the Danish cartoons and the notorious and offending speech by 
the Catholic Pope Benedict XVI (which was regarded as words of wisdom by the Catholics) have caused a 
profound anxiety about the “Islamic threat” to security and the cultural well-being of Europe.  

Following all the events, the West began to perceive the Muslims with great suspicion. Muslims came to be 
seen as a threat and a source of violence. The main idea that has always been projected by many of the 
Europeans is that terrorism are the main terms associated with Islam and its adherents, whereas there is only a 
small portion of Muslims who actually belong to these so-called terrorist groups. In Europe the militants who 
promote terrorism speak for a tiny minority of Muslims. The great overwhelming Muslim majority is peaceful 
and does not support extremism. 

Europeans erroneously link Islam to crime. For many Europeans, Islam is the cause of the problem. They 
blame the religion and its devotees. Islam has always been regarded by the West as its constant rival. The 
European indigenous majority seems to view the Muslim minority as a danger to the local demography and 
socio-cultural setting of the continent. 

Many Europeans nowadays are working persistently and painstakingly to label the Islamic world and the 
West as two bitter enemies lurking suspiciously for one another politically, culturally and religiously. Some of 
the European governments and their media have even worked tirelessly and determinedly on generating these 
fears which are popularly known as Islamophobia. For the past several years, Europe has been witnessing an 
escalating wave of different forms of Islamophobia. This label led some fragments of the EU to believe as if the 
social values and political culture in Islam was a lush ground for conflicts, which runs against the European 
values. 

The increased visibility of Muslims has been used by the European secular extremists to generate fear. 
Muslims are regarded not only as bad people to be hated but also as dangerous people to be feared because they 
migrate to Europe in order to capture the whole continent. Some of the governments and their media have 
worked painstakingly on generating this idea. 

Many Europeans including their alleged intellectuals view Muslims as terrorists. They consider Islam to be 
a demographic, cultural and political threat to them. One of them is Professor Emeritus of Near Eastern Studies 
at Princeton University; Bernard Lewis who wrote in his article entitled “Roots of Muslim Rage” that “Islam, 
like other religions, has also known periods when it inspired in some of its followers a mood of hatred and 
violence. It is our misfortune that part, though by no means all or even most, of the Muslim world is now going 
through such a period, and that much, though again not all, of that hatred is directed against us” (Lewis, 1990 : 
V266/47-60). Is such an accusation justified? 

Indeed in Europe, Islam was initially a minority, and then slowly became a majority with many of the 
Christians actually converting to Islam. Regarding this then there is the question of why the Christians 
abandoned their religion, if Islam is promoting fundamentalism and terrorism. Unquestionably, this is one of the 
evidences that Islam is a very tolerable religion and nobody is forced to embrace it. All non believers are 
allowed to practice their own religion freely. Another aspect that needs to be highlighted here is that of Islam’s 
emphasis on equal opportunity among people and no prejudice in terms of ethnic, skin colour, or religious 
belief. 

 
Marginalization of Muslims and the Sense of Alienation and Victimhood 

The Muslims settled in Europe are constantly being marginalized and victimized since they are regarded as 
threat to the Europeans. Consequently, the Muslim community lives uncomfortably, distant from the goal of 
becoming truly European. The author will quote several examples to prove this phenomenon.  

Agence France Presse (AFP) reported that according to the annual report of the Vienna-based European 
Monitoring Center on Racism and Xenophobia (EU's racism watchdog), the Muslim minorities in Europe have 
been subject to increasing discrimination and violent attacks. Thus, they urge the European countries to do more 
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efforts to combat racism and xenophobia. For instance, Muslims and mosques in the Netherlands have been 
under a wave of racist attacks. A recent report by the International Helsinki Federation for Human Rights (IHF) 
also said that Muslim minorities across Europe have been experiencing growing distrust, hostility and 
discrimination since the 9/11 attacks (IslamOnline.net & News Agencies).  

The European-born children of the first generation immigrants have been educated in European schools, are 
more self-confident than their parents, and speak Western languages fluently. However, this second generation 
unfortunately has experienced barriers to acceptance by European society, including widespread discrimination.  

Jocelyne Cesari, a French expert on Islam who is a visiting professor at Harvard University (2004-2005) 
and author of “When Islam and Democracy Meet” said the discrimination occurs at every level of society, from 
housing to education to cultural practices. Unfortunately, Germans still call Turks [living] in Germany guest 
workers. How can they suppose to feel European / French when people always describe them as Europeans / 
Frenchmen of Northern African origin? How many more generations will it take to stop the non-Muslim 
inhabitants from mentioning their origins? (www.hds.harvard.edu/faculty/visit/cesari.html). 

The watchdog further said foreigners, especially Arabs, are being denied job opportunities for their ethnic 
backgrounds. Beate Winkler, EUMC Director, told a press conference after presenting the report to the 
European Parliament in Brussels that “candidates with foreign names, in particular Arabic are consistently 
excluded from job interviews”. The report urged European countries to do more efforts to combat racism and 
xenophobia and end discrimination against minorities.  

The EUMC chairwoman, Anastasia Crickley said that we need to speed up the process of integration of 
minority communities. The report urged full implementation of EU anti-discrimination laws, national 
employment strategies to target minorities, more equitable access to education and housing and a crackdown on 
racist incidents.  

The Muslim immigrants and expatriates in Europe have been undergoing the problems of social and 
economic marginalization. The sense of victimhood could be harbored by them, and might be borne out of 
feeling discriminated against all the times Integration into European society and its political cores needs a 
challenge, especially for those Muslim women wearing hijab.  

Muslim women are always threatened with dismissal by their employer. There is a case where a female 
police officer was reprimanded and sent home without pay until 

 she removed her Islamic headscarf while on duty (www.islamonline.net/English/News/2003-08). In other 
words, the police department refuses to hire her for insisting to wear hijab. 

Passing of a law banning hijab in state-run schools and restricting the role of religion in some EU’s member 
countries, put the EU's neutrality at risk. Implementing the law will not solve the problem but rather escalates 
ethnic conflicts. 

Recent studies concerning European Muslims indicated that due to social tensions based on religious 
discrimination, “young Muslims suffer from high unemployment and social marginalization, factors that could 
lead to delinquency”.  

According to Iftikhar Ahmad, children from Muslim minority in the UK are exposed to the so-called 
pressure of racism, multiculturalism and bullying. They suffer academically, culturally and linguistically, and a 
high proportion of children of Pakistani and Bangladeshi origin are leaving British schools with no grades and 
no qualifications (Ahmad, 2002).  

If the European-born descendants of the Muslim immigrants feel that there is no way for them to fully 
integrate into the European society, they will create their own identity. Part of this process for some young 
Muslims is choosing a fundamentalist form of Islam over the traditional Islam of their ancestors. 

 
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

 
Europe’s Religious Agenda: 

The author will start by saying that there are several faces of European secularism. Secularism can mean 
different things at different times and in different circumstances. In the regular version it simply means the 
division between state and religion. Separation of church and state is a political and legal doctrine that 
government and religious institutions are to be kept separate and independent from each other. 
(www.historycentral.com/Civics/). The term most often refers to the combination of two principles : secularity 
of government and freedom of religious exercise (Chan and Leung, 2003 : 12).  

The concept has since been adopted in a number of countries, to varying degrees. The EU has been doing 
this with the intention of protecting its secular traditions / secularism, liberalism, and the entire Western 
civilization. The EU has taken this stand, in its endeavor to help “national cohesion” and integration among the 
EU’s member countries. Secularism is the closest thing the French have to a state religion. It underpinned the 
French Revolution and has been a basic tenet of the country's progressive thought since the 18th Century.  

However, in France secularism can also mean support of the church institutions by the state government. A 
classic example is the relationship between the French government and the Catholic schools. Nearly 20% of 
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French students go to Catholic schools. So many students can go there because they are affordable since they are 
highly subsidized by the so-called secular French government. 

Similarly, there is another version of secularism enforced by some EU’s member countries especially on the 
Muslims immigrants is the suppression of religion by state governments. The New York Times (February 10, 
2004) reported :- "France's self-image as a secular state keeps faith out of state schools and services to ensure no 
religion dominates or suffers discrimination. In order to show its religious neutrality, France passed legislations 
to outlaw religious apparel in public schools and government offices. 

For example, the government put a ban on the act of wearing Islamic headscarf since it violates the 
neutrality of public schools. French are not willing to give the Muslim minority (in this case Muslim women) 
even the right to follow their religious obligation (wearing hijab).  

France has been well-known for its freedom and equality. But there is another version of France too, that 
adopt Islamophobia and hatred. For instance, there have been the banning of Islamic publications, arbitrary 
arrests of Muslim leaders (especially during the time of Charles Pasqua, former interior minister), roadside 
identity checks for Muslims, restrictions on halal slaughter, and creative prohibitions on mosque building. 
Evidently, these are direct interferences and suppression of religion by the French government. 

Talking about Christianity, the chairman of the Protestant Church (EKD), Wolfgang Huber opposed giving 
the EU’s membership to the predominantly Muslim Turkey in order to protect the Christian identity of the bloc. 
He also said that Turkey should show some respect to the Christian character of the EU (Schmitt, 2004). 

Since it is an undeniable fact that Western nations are fundamentally Christian, many people in Europe are 
inclined to regard the EU as a Christian club. Culturally and religiously, Turkey has always represented another 
continent that is in permanent contrast to Europe. Turkey's Islamic heritage makes it doubtful that the country 
would be easy to integrate into the European community, with its Christian cultural background. 

The only way to preserve Catholic France was to prevent the initial takeover by any means necessary and 
moral, whatever the cost (Carroll, Warren H. : The Cleaving of Christendom : A History of Christendom. Vol. 
4, page 432. Christendom Press, 2004 : V4/432). 

From all the above-mentioned facts, it is very obvious to us that the EU’s member countries have been 
doing “this and that” in order to guard themselves from being Islamicised or de-Christianized. Since, the 
Western world is rooted in Christianity, and Europe itself symbolizes Christianity, no matter what it takes and 
how much it costs they will do almost everything so as to protect the EU’s Christian identity as well as to 
uphold Europe as Christendom. 

 
The Facts About The Muslim Population: 

According to the Federation of Islamic Organizations in Europe (FIOE), a non-profitable organization 
established in 1989, no one knows exactly how many Muslims live in Europe as censuses rarely ask about faith. 
Besides, there are countries such as the French government that bans official statistics based on ethnicity or 
religion. As a result, no one knows exactly how many Muslims live in the country in specific, and in the 
continent in general.  

However, by some estimates Muslims in Europe now number upwards of 50 million, ranging from newly 
arrived migrants to citizens whose families have been staying in Europe for generations. The number makes up 
about seven percent of the entire region's 731.7 population (news.bbc.co.uk/21/Europe; and 
www.islamicpopulation.com). Since Islam is widely seen as Europe's fastest growing faith, the number of 
Muslims in Europe is projected to double by 2025 or sooner (www.islamonline.net). 

According to the Union of Islamic Organizations in France (UIOF) chairman Althuhami Ibriz, Muslims in 
Europe represent the second biggest religious community after Catholics. Muslims outnumber Jews and have 
become the second largest religious in most West European countries. In France, Muslims outnumber all non-
Catholics including Protestants, Jews and Buddhists, thus making France the most heavily Islamic European 
country. 

As France celebrates the anniversary of the separation of Church and State, Islam is seen as the biggest 
challenge to France's secular model in the past 100 years. The challenge has come about through mass 
immigration of Muslims from its former North African colonies. Although they have migrated since World War 
I, the immigrants arrived in significant numbers only in 1960s (news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/europe/) when the 
government granted asylum to hundreds of thousands of Algerians who had fought on the French side in 
Algeria's 1954-62 war of independence.  

Thus, although France is mainly Catholic, it is the home to Western Europe's biggest Muslim community, 
who are descendants of Muslim immigrants notably from its former North African colonies including Algeria, 
Morocco and Tunisia. Muslims in France, whose number is estimated at around 5.8 million, is nearly a tenth of 
its 58 million inhabitants.  

A group of French experts and prominent Islamic figures opposed / refuted arguments that French Muslims 
are posing a threat to the country's secularism, dismissing them as unsubstantiated. The status of French 
Muslims can in no way endanger the secularism endorsed / approved by the majority of the French people. In 
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statements to IslamOnline.net, Xavier Ternisien, a Le Monde journalist and expert in Islamic affairs, described 
as baseless the recent heated debate on the so-called possible Muslim threat to France's secularism (Yahmed, 
2006).  

Even using the term "French Muslims" to refer to Muslims in France as a whole has many shortcomings, 
since they differ from each other according to their national backgrounds, languages and dialects as well as 
adherence to a specific school of thought. French Muslims lack a racial, sectarian or even linguistic unity and 
their number undermines their ability to act as a cohesive and harmonious bloc in side the French society 
(Yahmed, 2006).  

Although Muslims are keener on abiding by their religious teachings compared to other believers, the 
French experts claimed that only 10 to 20 percent of France's six million Muslims do so. According to a study 
published in 2001 by the French public opinion institute, many members of the Islamic community in France are 
already "secularized". For example, although 70 percent of France's Muslims fast during Ramadan, only 30 
percent of them perform their prayers. About 70 percent of French Muslims do not go to mosques and some of 
them drink (Yahmed, 2006).  

In Germany, Muslim started to immigrate in significant numbers back in the 1960s. Most Muslims were 
unskilled guest workers mainly from Turkey and North African countries and lived in modest quarters. Islam 
experienced a rapid change during the past 10 years. The number of Muslims increased to about 3 million (2004 
estimate). Roughly, three quarters of all German Muslims are either Turkish citizens or their descendents. 
Representative polls show that 84 percent of all Muslims in Germany want to stay in Germany. Some 600,000 
of them are already German citizens. 

The Muslim birthrate far exceeds that of native Europeans, so that one-fifth of all children born in France 
have a father from North Africa. Certainly, this phenomenon is in contrast to Westerners, who are not able even 
to maintain their present numbers (today, only Poland, Ireland, and Malta have naturally growing populations. 
Population growth permeates the Muslim consciousness with confidence about the future and imbues 
Westerners with a sense of apprehension. 

 
The Reality Of Islam and Modern Turkish Muslims : What Should The EU Do: 

What has been happening in Europe for decades is a situation where people with a very different non-
European religion coming from neighboring countries. The immigrants who come to Europe are largely from 
countries just across the Mediterranean (former European colonies in North Africa). Since most of them are 
Muslims, it does have an impact on the Christian Europeans who make up the majority of the whole population. 
Similarly, they speak various Arabic colloquial which are dialects the Europeans are very unfamiliar with. So 
these Arabic-speaking Muslims do pose some problems to their Christian counterparts in Europe. 

Many of the Muslims are the descendants of first-generation immigrants from former colonies in North 
Africa. Unfortunately, they are the marginalized Muslim groups that receive less attention from their host 
countries. 

The EU should recognize ideological differences between the West and Islam, and should accept or tolerate 
the variations to the greatest extent possible. What some of the EU’s countries should do now is to pay more 
attention to their marginalized Muslims immigrants mainly employed in hard labor jobs. Since many of them are 
highly educated citizens they should be given the opportunity to contribute to the country's cultural, political and 
social developments. 

Generally, Muslim countries have been on a path of change especially during the nineties. With no other 
Iranian style Islamic revolutions and the emergence of new elite that is educated and more Islamically oriented, 
with greater pressure for political liberalization and democratization, Islam is moving towards prosperity and not 
towards fundamentalism and terrorism. 

In the case of Turkey, if the EU can revisit its policies objectively, give a second thought and make itself 
more aware of the great favor done by Islam to the European philosophical, social and scientific culture, it will 
definitely affirm its respect to Islam and recognize Muslims as its key partner. History has shown that Turkey 
was unquestionably part of Europe. During that time, Muslims contributed a lot to them. Nobody can deny this 
fact, unless if Europeans are a group of people with no sense of history or they just do not bother about history. 
Besides, the Europeans must acknowledge the escalating ‘geo-strategic’ importance of the Muslim world.  

Although history repeats itself, does it simply mean that the Europeans should expect that the existing 
Turkish Muslims will make the same effort as the one carried out by their colonial ancestors? Definitely, this is 
a short-sighted opinion. Likewise, it does not necessarily mean that the Turkish Muslims are as ambitious as 
their ancestors. In other words, simply because history is repeating itself, Turkish bid cannot be considered as an 
attempt to revitalize the long-gone Ottoman Empire that conquered Constantinople (the imperial capital of the 
Byzantine Empire) in the year AD 1453. 

The Europeans are afraid that Europe in the end will be overrun and conquered by millions of alleged 
“Muslim barbarians” from the north and east of Europe. Is such alarm justified? Certainly, such alarm is not 
justified. History has shown that the Umayyad caliphate in Islamic Spain (711-1492) was a classic example of 
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tolerance and coexistence between different communities under the umbrella of one society, where Muslims, 
Christians and Jews were living together peacefully. Islamic Spain or well-known as Andalusia was a multi-
cultural mix of the people of three great monotheistic religions: Islam, Christianity, and Judaism.  

For much of the time the three groups managed to get along together, and to some extent, to benefit from 
the presence of each other. It brought a degree of civilization to Europe that matched the glory of the Roman 
Empire and the cultural legacy of the Italian Renaissance. In 711 Muslim forces invaded and in seven years 
conquered the Iberian Peninsula. It became one of the great Muslim civilizations; reaching its summit with the 
Umayyad caliphate of Cordova in the tenth century. Muslim rule declined after that and ended in 1492 when 
Granada was conquered. 

The reality is acknowledged by the same Professor Bernard Lewis who said :- “Islam has brought comfort 
and peace of mind to countless millions of men and women. It has given dignity and meaning to drab / dull / 
colorless and impoverished lives. It has taught people of different races to live in brotherhood and people of 
different creeds to live side by side in reasonable tolerance. It inspired / instigated a great civilization in which 
others besides Muslims lived creative and useful lives and which, by its achievement, enriched the whole world 
(Lewis, 1990 : V266/47-60). 

 
Why Should The EU Accepts Turkey? 

Although many parties publicize Turkey as a bridge between Europe / the West and the Muslim world, 
Professor Huntington said (when interviewed by Amina R. Chaudary of Islamica Magazine) that he would not 
put a great deal of emphasis on that. According to him, Turkey has its own interests and, historically, Turkey 
conquered most of the Arab world, and the Arabs had to fight wars of liberation to free themselves from the 
Turks. That is in the past, and it doesn’t necessarily shape what is going to happen. But it is there in people’s 
memories (Chaudary, 2007). 

Based on the current trend, the reality now is that Turkish population is growing while Europeans’ are aging 
rapidly and will further decline. Certainly, Turkish workforce will be essential for the EU’s future economic 
feasibility.  

Another advantage of accepting Turkey - a diplomatic bridge between the Middle Eastern, Muslim world 
and the West, is that Turkish admission is a unique opportunity for the EU to unify the various cultures and 
continents. The inclusion of Turkey, a nation where the majority of people worship Islam would show that 
Europeans are inclusive at a time when “the West” is seen as indifferent of all things Islamic or non-Christian.  

Mehmet Dulger, chairman of the Turkish Parliament's foreign affairs committee and a leading figure in the 
governing AK party, said he feared that the culture wars between Islam and the West were playing out in the 
EU. He also warned that the EU risked sacrificing an essential (if not the best possible) bridge between the West 
and the Muslim world if it backed off on its promises to Turkey. 

He added :- "The Muslim world is much bigger than the U.S. and the EU put together". "If the EU restricts 
itself to Eastern Europe and the West and wants to stay in this box, then it will die" (Bilefsky, 2005). 

According to Roger Hardy, a BBC regional analyst, “Britain is one of the countries which has argued that 
paving the way for Turkish membership of the EU would send a positive signal to the Muslim world. It would 
show that Europe was not anti-Muslim - and that a modern Muslim country is capable of being integrated with 
the West” (Friday, 13 December, 2002, Thorny issues for the EU (news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/europe/). To put it 
differently, if the EU really wants to play an integral role in the Muslim world, then the path will lead through 
Turkey. 

 
Suggestions To Solve The Misconception: 

The era of Turkish Muslim immigrants and expatriate workers is no longer relevant. The reason is that 
majority of them are no longer immigrants who migrated to Europe. They are the descendants of Muslim 
immigrants born in Europe and they belong to Europe. Now most of them feel completely European since most 
of them are not born in Turkey. They will do everything for the country they are living in. Although their 
Turkish origins mean a lot to them, they see no contradiction between being European and having Turkish roots.  

It is the responsibility of the European non-Muslims to better understand the history and realities of the 
Muslim world. Once they have recognized and understand the ideological differences between the West and 
Islam, they should learn to accept or at least to tolerate the differences to the greatest extent possible. Only then 
the Europeans will realize that Islam and the West are not on an inevitable collision. Islam is not replacing 
Marxism-Leninism as the new enemy for the West. The West should never view Islam as the next 'ism' 
confronting the West or threatening the world peace. 

The EU’s member countries need a change in awareness of the presence of their Muslim minorities. They 
must realize that Islam is now part and parcel of their present and future. The European Union should address 
the issue of Muslims’ integration with much more attention. They need to make efforts to integrate Islam and 
Muslims in their social system. However, this process of transformation does not involve only Muslims.  



Aust. J. Basic & Appl. Sci., 5(12): 2965-2972, 2011 
 

2971 

Transformations and adaptations are facing both Muslims and non-Muslims in Europe. As Professor Cesari 
pointed out, the fact is that not only are Muslims transforming, the Europe is also transforming Muslims and 
European Islam. In other words, it is not only about Islam taking over the Europe but it is also about Islam being 
tamed by the Europeans. 

For example, the Muslims must start thinking on how they can practice their religion within and as part of 
their secular German society. They must also think on how they can become integral and valuable members of 
the society so that Islam becomes generally accepted and legally recognized. 

Thus, the question of integration has become one of the main questions on the agendas of Muslim as well as 
the non-Muslim organizations. Nevertheless, Islam has become a part of Germany long time ago, but it seems 
more time is needed before Muslims and non-Muslims can get accustomed to this reality and before they can 
find and develop sustainable modes for a peaceful and fruitful coexistence in a plural society.  

US Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice said that :- “It is important that Turkey is admitted as an EU’s 
member country after it has fulfilled the necessary criteria. Rice also suggested that not admitting Turkey into 
the EU could be perceived as a “clash of civilisations” between a Muslim Turkey and a Christian Europe. 
According to Rice, the EU’s refusal on Turkey’s membership could be a “fatal mistake” and a “terrifying 
prospect” (www.turks.us/article.php?). 

 
Conclusion: 

Turkey has formally applied for full membership since 1987. However, a number of issues repeatedly 
blocked progress toward official negotiations. Among them were Turkey's underdevelopment of economy, 
occasionally unstable political system and its human rights record, which were deemed incompatible with 
European standards. 

From the author’s viewpoint, the issue is not that Turkey does not abide by the EU socio-economic 
standards, but it is the issue of Turkey being a majority Muslim country that really matters. What is really 
frightening to non-Muslim population in Europe now is the fact that the population of their Muslim counterpart 
is exploding. 

Thus, what they are really afraid of now is the possibility that the Muslim population will become Europe's 
dominant population in the very near future. The accession of Turkey would make this problem even more 
acute. If Turkey joins the EU, it will be the most powerful country in the European parliament, because of its 
population. Apparently, EU’s refusal on Turkish membership is religiously motivated. 

The EU’s stand has caused Turkish bid to joint the EU being misconceived from the very beginning, as an 
effort to revitalize or to breathe fresh life into the long-gone Ottoman Empire. It is undeniable that with the 
collapse of the Soviet Union (Marxism-Leninism) and the end of the Cold War the possibility for Turkey to 
flourish again in the world politics is very auspicious. But it does not mean that the Europeans can simply view 
Turkish Muslims as a demographic, cultural and political threat to them. The EU’s member countries must be 
aware of the fact that although Turkey used to be a great empire, it is now only a shadow of her former self. 

The Turkish Muslims who have been working and staying in Europe are not terrorists. They are ‘citizens’ 
who are very loyal to their new countries. The bottom line is that the modern Turkish Muslims are not new 
conquerors or invaders who return to Europe to revive neither the legacy of the Ottoman Empire nor the glory of 
the Islamic Spain.  

Europeans must reject the idea that Turkish membership would spell disaster for Europe. The entry of 
Turkey in the European Union is not going to end either the European Union or the European continent. 
Theories about the Islamic threat or an alleged Muslim plan to convert the Europe are just a myth not a reality. 
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