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Abstract: There is consensus among many researchers that have a direct relationship between social 
capital and economic development. Numerous studies have been performed in this field in the world 
that its place in the country is empty. Although not a long time that the research community has 
addressed the issue of social capital. This paper uses quantitative and analytical approach using a 
library and will investigate this matter. Test results between economic development and social capital 
that has been measured with 25 indicators show that there is a correlation coefficient of Spearman rank 
correlation0.9998 are obtained. Data were tested using Pearson's correlation coefficient with 99% 
confidence level of reliability and validity were confirmed. The results of this research to decision 
makers in the field of humanities, especially social and economic policies are recommended to avoid 
severe part retrospective.  
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INTRODUCTION 

 
Before the 1990s, developing countries, little increase in economic variables such as GDP, per capita 

income respectively.  In considering such measures, the main growth was in developing nations. But due to lack 
of opportunities for people to obtain justice in a society led to the serious objection to the view. Also, 
economists, and other physical capital investment in the economy just do not know, their new capital such as 
human capital and natural capital and social capital, recently announced they have any significant impact on 
economic growth and in the literature They are paid to the new economy. But in the human capital and social 
conditions of the special features it has. Coleman, in a recent study examined the relationship between social 
capital, human capital and economic growth is. He works as a close relationship between human capital and 
social capital impact on economic growth and pointed out that there are communities where people of higher 
education (higher human capital) have also enjoyed the social capital and consequently the Such social capital is 
inevitable (1990, Coleman). This Gurgi the results are similar. Like its predecessor the position Oconor social 
capital in economic performance are considered effective. Economic development in our country in the 
correlation with the amount of social capital is measured, has been working on it, so this article is based on 
ranking in the provinces of Iran's economic development and social capital, which are measured separately, the 
correlation of these two shows. The main premise is that research based on the direct correlation between the 
economic development of other provinces and other levels of social capital in provinces such research is 
available in other parts of the world.  In order to save time and duplication, which results in two separate articles 
of economic development and social capital in the provinces of the country have put the base and the first-hand 
research resources (the definition in Materials and Methods) seem to have enough data accurately, so we 
examine their correlation with the Pearson method.  In this type of study is quantitative and analytical.  The term 
social capital in 1916 in an article by «Hanifan» was raised in West Virginia University. His term to describe the 
tangible things that are often used in everyday life are used. (130; 1916, Hanifan) The term later in the book 
"Death and Life of American Cities," Jane Jakveis were cited. If Jakveis stated that social networking in a 
compact area of old and historical contexts, urban and mixed urban uses, if the form of social capital and can 
maintain the cleanliness and safety and urban quality of life in the city's role in the efficient Public life in urban 
areas have. Glen loury, economist, as Ivan Light, the sociologist, the term social capital to describe the 
challenges of economic development within the city that used in the 80s by james Coleman was welcomed by 
sociologist Robert Putnam  thoughtful words about its compatibility with sociology, political science and 
political management of the education use by scholars such as James Coleman Bourdieu, Robert Putnam and 
Francis Fukuyama (Fukuyama) were used. Since the mean words, there is general consensus in the field of 
social relations that people involved in business efficiency and improve outcomes and patterns of social 
organization, particularly in the social life helps trust relationship between double and behavior of the most 
important sources of social capital is most the process.  

Social capital is a hidden fortune.  And any group or society in general, this investment reflects the 
confidence of individuals to each other and there is a reasonable amount of social interaction may facilitate the 
investment.  So that in times of crisis can be used to solve the problems of social capital as the main source of 
problems and improvement of existing processes benefit. The concept of social capital and quality of human 
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relations in society are expressed. Fedrik, Decat and Louise in 1999 in his article entitled "Economic, social 
capital" dependent on social capital to economic growth have shown. Michael pullets in an article titled 
"Economics of trust, norms and networks and "some of the economic foundations of social capital in America is 
reviewed.  Gelise, Lisbon and Sakerdot   In their study as "an economic approach to social capital" model was 
designed to accumulate social capital.  

Iran in the field of social capital in articles and books, theses and published several lectures have been held.  
According to surveys conducted by the Social Investment Forum topic nearly 10 doctoral dissertations and 20 
master's theses. University has been in the country. However, as noted above, the relationship between social 
capital and economic development, much work has been done and the work of this paper is new. For example, 
the closest things to be the subject of the article, "Measuring social capital provinces using a hierarchical 
analysis" named. This study sought to determine the social capital of the country.  After all these indicators, the 
study of regional analysis, the decline of this index is described in the provinces of the country. Indicators to 
measure social capital using sequence analysis (AHP) was performed and the spatial analysis tools such as 
ARCGIS has also shown interest. After analyzing the data, ultimately concluded that the country is divided into 
three regions with the U-shape, middle, and lateral and central regions, respectively, with the highest levels of 
social capital.  

Also in an article entitled "Estimating the level of human and social capital gradually," the result has been a 
major element of social capital in Iran Barnd of human capital (education), and religion, as well as the ranking 
of provinces, Yazd province, Most social capital is allocated to other provinces. To a research project titled 
"Comparative social capital in the ghettos Nazi Abad and Yousef Abad in Tehran from 84 to 1383 years" by the 
Center for Studies in Research and Education Ministry has also noted, in this first phase, conceptual and 
theoretical dimensions of social capital has been studied. Second and third phase of the project, the study's 
findings provide empirical and conceptual framework and methodology used to measure social capital is 
devoted to the subject.  In the fourth phase, the findings of the survey on the scale of social capital in the form of 
macro, micro and medium are presented. And the fifth phase, the analysis of survey data in the entire country 
and also in terms of facilities and explain it by emphasizing and reinforcing factors, it is grueling.  

Finally, the article "indicators of social development in the provinces rank in relation to  With social capital, 
"noted that in this study as the main basis for ranking social capital is located in the provinces of Iran. In this 
article research findings show that thirteen indicators can be used to identify the status of social development 
and on Most of these indicators and data Yazd province, Ahmad lowest level of social development have finally 
achieved the ranking of the provinces of solidarity with the social development of social capital is measured by 
the results show between social development and some elements of social capital including private trust and 
public confidence and a significant inverse relationship exists. On the other hand, several studies related to the 
economic development of provinces of Iran noted that we consider in this paper is the paper "Analysis of 
dispersion indices of economic development in the provinces of Iran" is. This study uses 25 economic 
indicators, to measure the level of economic development and ranking of the provinces of Iran.  In this paper to 
measure the level of economic development and ranking Iranian province of factor analysis is used.  Results of 
the study show that many differences between the provinces of Iran, there are degrees of economic development 
so that provinces like Tehran, Isfahan and Khorasan developed, some other provinces such as Ilam, Sistan and 
Baluchestan , Kohgiluyeh Boyer Ahmad, disadvantaged and other provinces in terms of economic development 
indicators and the average upstream and downstream of the provinces have taken their distance from this 
situation, the economy a gap of the province is Iran. Data from this study as compared to economic data, social 
capital and to obtain the correlation between them is the foundation work.  
 
Social capital: 

According to several comments that some of them mentioned in the literature, perhaps because of structural 
complexities of this concept, it does not provide aggregate indicators for the evaluation. Cannot expect a 
comprehensive approach and the survey on which the city may be in the public arena.  

In order to determine the indicators to assess and explain the measures that have been evaluated in this 
study, the indicators of social capital refers to the evaluation criteria are:  

A - Index of Putnam: Putnam, social capital in connection with the busy life of social and organizational 
activities, such as elections, public liability and voluntary participation of citizens in social, civic and social 
activities such as informal meetings with the family knows (2000, Putnam). 

Index of Alrig and Halpern: Alrig and Halpern, simple indicators to measure levels of social capital in 30 
countries have used that in the interest of the citizens to participate in social gatherings, turnout in the election 
and selection political willingness and confidence of local pointed. 

In a survey on the measurement of social capital in five local areas in Australia following eight elements 
identified and defined. 
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  Participation in local community    Community and Family Friendly  

  Active involvement in society    Acceptance and tolerance of differences  

  Sense of trust and security    Value of Life  

  Neighborhood communication    Business communication  

 
In a study conducted by the World Bank's social capital is called leadership.  Development of rural regions 

and urban areas in Ghana and in the two urban areas with economic problems in Uganda and the test was 
evaluated and the researchers identified seven dimensions of social capital that are of group identity the norms 
of general accompanying daily interaction, communication, neighborhood, volunteer and trust .(2001, Narayan 
& Cassidy) 
 
Economic Development And Its Related Concepts: 

Economic development is a key factor, therefore, the development of third world countries if they can pay 
attention to this important principle. Economic policy should be such that a balance of economic integration in 
the various provinces and regions to create, to be coordinated with economic growth and economic development 
of the disputes are resolved. 

While these sources to the sources of capital gain, investment or can be passed (2008, Lin). In another 
definition, investment is largely what the result will be a flow of services over time.  This produced a sense of 
flow that is generated in the economy to produce more is used.  In this perspective, knowledge is also a form of 
capital. (1983, Alex). The capital value of the benefit of a right to expect that financial gain (Sweeney, 
1993,185).  

Investors can contribute to economic development is one of the main factors why a number of factors are 
involved in economic development include: 

A. Increase the share of investment spending to increase in the share of capital employed per capita per 
lead;  

B. Changes in national production and manufacture of industrial sectors such as utilities and services, 
contributed relatively more than other forms of agriculture and primary production achieved;  

C. Increase the share of foreign trade, especially exports of processed according to the total economy, the 
exports;  

D. Increased government funding, according to the commitments in a wide range of economic and social 
infrastructure, the proportion of national income;  

E. Rapid increase in population due to reduced mortality and the occurrence of a transient population that 
improved living conditions, in turn, causes low birth rate in order to prevent an increase in the total population;  

F. Change of population in urban areas of a small minority to a large majority;  
G. The rapid spread of literacy, skills and other forms of education among the population.  
Many of the comments made on the basis of economic and social capital to the contrary, several studies 

have shown it is possible. Considering that this was what could be expected therefore that this correlation also 
exists elsewhere in Iran. The main question this study, the correlation between economic development and 
social capital indicators at the macro level and if there is, how much is it?  

 
Research: 

Theoretical studies have been conducted on the basis of data from the article as "an analysis of the 
dispersion indices of economic development in the provinces of Iran" is used to rank the economic development 
of provinces. The data from the article "Study of indicators of social development In the provinces, and its 
relationship to social capital "for social capital is used in the rankings.  According to the data both in the article 
ranked provinces targeted Roaspirman of the correlation coefficient is used.  

In this method instead of using grade-related variables studied, the scores are ranked from smallest to 
largest. The lowest score of the variable x 1, No. 2 is the second grade and this will continue until the last score.  
The lowest score of the variable y is No. 1 and No. 2 the second grade and so on. Roaspirman as Pearson 
correlation coefficient between two sets of stars are calculated as if the score is.  

Using Pearson correlation coefficients and published research is very common. Sometimes these 
coefficients as the validity of (Validity) and sometimes a test as an indicator Of credit (Reliability), a test used 
.In order to determine the validity and reliability of scores obtained using the Pearson correlation coefficient is 
used for the provinces. 
 
Discussion: 

Based on the obtained data, 99% confidence level with 28 degrees of freedom can be seen. Roaspirman 
correlation coefficient equal to 9998 / 0 is. Very close to a show of solidarity. This is much higher than 433 / 0 
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(the boundary between correlation and correlation of data) is thus assumed correlation between the data is 
confirmed. To control the reliability and validity data, based on scores obtained from the analysis is.  As can be 
seen the value of this coefficient is equal to 5491 / 0 is the 99% confidence with 28 degrees of freedom with 
respect to reliability and validity are confirmed. 

 
Conclusion: 

The main objective of this study was the development of social capital and the provinces that the results 
represent a very high correlation between the data and the correlation of the economists concluded that social 
capital as an important factor in the performance of It is macroeconomic. However, the failure of the 
development level of provinces also be seen in the social ranking. This may reflect the effects of two different 
strains of this indicator is on. Naturally, when policy makers can make decisions, the consequences of it and act 
on it.  This means that part-time decisions (eg, economic or social sectors) has passed and the butterfly effect, 
the economy and society on each other simultaneously, is emphasized.  

 
REFERENCES 

  
Akbari, G., 2006, social capital and urban governance, Geographical Research Quarterly, No. 83 . 
Alex, Alexander V., 1983. "Human Capital Approach To economic Development", Metropolitan Book Co.  
Alvan. M., A.R. Shirvani, 2004, Central principle of social capital development, design, No. 147  
Anand, S.  & A. Sen, 2000. "Human Development and Economic Sustainability", world Development, Vol. 

28, No. 12. 
Bourdie, p., 1985. "The forms of capital", Handbook of theory and "Research for the Sociology of 

Education", Edited by Richardson, jG. Green  Wood, New york. 
Coleman,  j.,  1990.  "Foundation of Social Theory", Combridge, MA, Harvard university  
Hanifan, L.j., 1916. "The rural school community center", Annals of the American Academy of Political 

and Social Science, 67: 130-138.  
Lin Non, Bunnie H. Ericson, 2008, "Social capital; an international research program", oxford university 

press, 1 st.  edition.  
Narayan, D. and M. Cassidy,  2001, "A dimensional approach to ensuring social capital inventor", Current 

Sociology, 49(2): 59 -102.  
Putnam, R.D., 2000, "Bowling Alon: The collapse and Revival of American community", Simon & shuster, 

New York. 
Sadat,  R., 2007. estimate the distribution of social capital and the provinces, Journal of Social Welfare, 

Year VI, 23: 173-195  
Sadeghi-Shahedani, M., H.R. Maghsoudi, 2010. measures of social capital provinces using hierarchical 

analysis, political science, Year VI, 2: 139-176. 
Soleimani, M., 2008. Measuring social capital effects on economic growth in Iran, M.Sc. Thesis, University 

of Imam Sadeq (AS). 
Sweeney Henry, w., 1933, "capital", The Accounting Review, 8(3): 185-189. 
Zahedi, M.J., 2003, development and inequality, Maziar, Tehran. 
Zarrabi, A., A. Shahsavand, 2010. analysis of the dispersion indices of economic development in the 

provinces of Iran, Geography and Environmental Planning, 21(2): 17-32.  


