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Abstract: The football is a sports discipline which people watch, play and talk about most all over the 
World.  Playing football gives pleasure as much as wathcing it. Along with the increasing urbanization, 
the areas of playing football have decreased in the large cities. Areas covered with synthetic grass have 
been created due to this need. There are 12 thousand AstroTurf in Turkey. Thousands of people of all 
ages play football here. And the purpose of this study is to investigate the socio-economic status of 
individuals playing football at astroturfs, their reasons of playing football and their football livesThe 
population of this study consists of individuals playing football at astroturfs in the province of Elazig. 
The survey results were analyzed by means of SPSS 12.0 program. When looking at the socio-
economic status of the participants, it can be seen that 63.1% of them are under 30 years of age, 86.1% 
are high school and college graduates, and the proportion of students as a profession is 46.9%.   56.9% 
of those who have been attending the AstroTurf are interested with the sport of football. It has been 
found out that those who played football at an Astroturf loved the football and wanted to play football 
professionally Astroturf in the field game of football, the neighborhood, the school, their friends and 
are still friends with their participation in sports or pre-determined. When playing football in the field 
Carpet reasons, football game, favorite, healthy life, to relax, to be with friends as listed. It was also 
found out that those attending astroturfs, attend  it with their friends from the neighbourhood and 
school or with those whom they have played previously  and still have been playing sport with.  When 
looking at the reasons of playing football at an astroturf, they have enumarated the reasons as I like 
playing footbal, a healthy life, relaxing, being with my friends.  
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INTRODUCTION 

 
The sports, particularly the football,  is a social phenomenon which many people of all ages,  occupation 

and education level and from different cultures are interested in (Güneş, 2010; Ersoy, 2008). And the football is 
on the top of these sports. The football is a sports disciplene popular and played at all ages and in different 
cultures all over the World (Demirer, 2008).  The football has become a competitive sport and a joint excitement 
surrounding the whole World (Kuhn, 2011). 

 The football has become the focus of interest of millions of people in the entire world due to its appeal and 
its applicability with pleasure by various societies (Günay et al 1996: İnal, 1998). Forty million people play 
footbal worldwide (Bjorn, 1998). The football, which appeals to a wide mass of people, is a sport discipline that 
people from various socio-cultural structures get interested in (Acet-Serarslan, 2000).  

The football is a very simple sport.  Its rules can be understood by everyone young or old alike. So, it draws 
the attention of everyone (Öngören- Karadogan, 2002). 

Football, with the support of the club and the national teams, has the power to bring together all the 
communities. The football is directly played and being watched on the field and is being indirectly watched by 
the TV viewers or by the internet users and it continues to be a growing interest (UEFA, 2012).  

The football is a game of everyone. The World Cup had reached 2.88 billion viewers, having been 
broadcasted in 213 different countries, which has revealed its universality (fifaworldclup. 2002; Kılıç, 2012). 

Today, some of the football fans, identify the match days months before, commit the important ones to their 
memories as a holy day, and while the identified day approaches, this football match enters amongst the most 
imortant facts of the lives of the fans, and it dominates an important part of the everyday language (Bostancı, 
1999). It can be seen that the meetings to be held, the appointments to be given and the other activities are being 
adjusted according to the time of the the matches (Aktaş, 2004). The streets become empty, the Works are being 
interrupted, the productivity the workplaces decreases, and the students begin not to enter in the classes (Kasım, 
2011). In short, football is one of the indispensable social phenomena today that gives direction to our lives, 
gradually drawing more attention today (Akşar, 2005). 

The interest in football in Turkey is increasing every day and it becomes the most popular sport 
(Devecioğlu-Çoban, 2003). The studies carried out show that the sport in Turkey means football (Temiztürk, 
2002).  And one of the team sports which the young people are most interested in is the football (Salar et al., 
2012). The maximum number of the licensed player is seen in the football. Although the football is so much 
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favoured, along with the increasing urbanization, there is a trouble in finding a place for playing footbal, 
particularly in the big cities and the provinces (Çağ- Aktuğlu, 1992). And the available sports facilities have the 
capacity only for the usage by the professional and amateur teams. Along with the increasing urbanization, 
decrease in the vacant lands for playing sports together, it has become more difficult to reach the sports facilities 
and to take advantages of these facilities. At that point, the astroturfs have become a part of the sports activities. 
With the introduction of private sports facilities, the sports fans head towards these facilities and satisfy their 
longing for football here.  

An AstroTurf is being defined as "an area, the ground of which is made of carpert for playing football, 
coated with a special material such as synthetic grass and is surrounded by wire netting" (Bilgiportal, 2011). 

The sport scientists, the private entrepreneurs made various planning and innovation in this sector due to 
this interest towards the football game (Malek-Akhlagh et al., 2013). This interest towards football is not only to 
watch it, bu also to play it. Hence, in the 1970's, people started to construct "synthetic astroturf" especially in 
Europe and during the lapse of time, where people all over the world could play football (Zeren, 1992). Today, 
artificial turf began to be implemented at the sports facilities, schools and universities and on all the social areas 
(Drakos et al. 2013; Forghni et al., 2013).Playing football on "Natural grass" has become almost impossible 
because it has become difficult to maintain the grass. Consequently "synthetic grass" which we call "synthetic 
astroturf" has been produced having the quality to play football on it in every season and at any time. It first 
began in England that it has spread throughout the Netherlands and Europe and the world (Zeren, 1992).  
According to the Turkish Language Society, the astroturfs are being described as “areas, the ground of which is 
covered by a special material like carpet, synthetic turf for playing football and surrounded by wire fence 
(tff.org.,2011: bilgiportal, 2011). The astroturfs are available in our country almost in all provinces and even in 
the towns in service of the sports fans. There are over 12 thousand synthetic astroturf areas our country (tff.org., 
2011). These areas are an indication of interest in football. The professional, amateur, licensed and unlicensed 
players and football fans play football in these areas. The football is the biggest sporting passion of the Turkish 
people who cannot give it up and do not have any such intention (Gören, 2003; Akbari et al., 2012).  TFF 
"Football is the most widely played on the football fields in Turkey " and hundreds of thousands people play 
football on these fileds every day. About five thousand teams with combatted with 41 thousand players in the 
“Nike astroturf league”, organized by the Turkish Football Federation (tff.org., 2012). The purpose of this study 
is to investigate the individuals practicing this sport discipline, which is most favoured and having fans in 
Turkey and in the world. Parallel to the increasing urbanization, especially in the big cities and the provinces, 
the areas for doing sports began to run out and the available facilities have been allocated to amateur athletes 
(Şengün, 2012). Thus, the synthetic turf fields, "astroturfs" were formed to meet this need. I have tried to 
investigate the socio-economic status of individuals playing football at astroturfs, their love of football and their 
reasons of playing football, with whom they are playing football, their state of playing sports and football in the 
past, and  and their views on football.  

 
MATERIALS AND METHODS 

 
Method and purpose of the study: 

The purpose of this study was to learn the socio-economic levels of the individuals playing football on the 
astroturfs, their views on football, their football lives, and why they play football. The study is of a screening 
study model and is of a descriptive nature. The screening models are research approaches, aiming at describing 
any situation existed in the past or still exist, as it exists (Karasar, 2010). 

For this purpose a questionnaire was created by the researcher composed of various items on the sub ject. 
 
Population And Sample Of The Study: 

The population of the study was consisted of individuals playing football 8 astroturfs belonging to the 
private sector in the city center of the province Elazig. And the sample of the study was consisted of total 130 
individuals, wishing to participate in the study on a voluntary basis and playing football 8 astroturfs belonging 
to the private sector in the city center of the province Elazig.  
 
Data Collection Tools and Application: 

In this study was used questionnaires to obtain information related to the field. The questionnaire form was 
prepared by scanning the local and foreign literatüre and taking into account the opinions of experts as well. A 
five-point Likert grading scale was used in the study to determine the views regarding the astroturfs and the 
football. The grading is as follows: I totally agree, I agree, I partially agree, I disagree, I strongly disagree. 

The questionnaire form was a pilot scheme in the province of Elazig. As a result of the pilot scheme, the 
factor analysis were made of the 2 sub-dimensions of the questionnaire (loving football and watching it - Why is 
football played on the astroturfs). As a result of factor analysis of the dimentison in terms of loving the football 
and watching it; it was found out that KMO was 0.728 and Bartlett test was 192.148,  also the value of 
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Cronbach Alpha was found to be 0.728. As the result of the factor analysis of the dimension in terms of the 
second dimension why the football is being played on the astroturf, it was found that KMO was 0.800 and 
Bartlett Test was 359.945, also the value of Cronbach Alpha was found to be 0.810. 

The questionnaire was applied after the necessary corrections were made based on the factor analysis and 
the opinions of the experts.  Within the framework of these corrections, a series of procedures have been applied 
such as making the the questions more understandable, removing the unnecessary and those that shall not be 
used from the form, combining of the similar questions and adding new questions. The study was conducted by 
the researcher by visiting the astroturfs. 
 
Data Collection and Analysis: 

Data analysis was subjected to evaluation using SPSS (Statistic Packet for Social Sciences 12.0) program. 
Proportion % and frequency was used in the data analysis in order to determine the views of the players playing 
football on the astroturfs  such as their age, education, occupation, income, football playing status, the level at 
which they play football, their status of playing sports. And an arithmetic average was used to determine the 
views of the participants on playing football. 
 
Findings And Discussion: 

In this section, the findings of the research results have been presented in tables and evaluated. 
 
Table 1: The distribution of the respondents according to their ages 

Age                            F                       % 
20 and below 40 30.8 
21-30 42 32.3 
31-40  25 19.2 
41 and over  23 17.7 
Total    130  100 

 
When Table 1 is being examined, it can be seen that  30.8% of respondents are   below the age of 20, and 

32.3% are between the ages of 21-30. In the study it can be seend that 19.2% aged between 31-40, and 17.7% of 
the age of 41 and older.  Based on this, it was seen that the 63.1% of the individuals who played football on 
astroturfs were under the age of 30. The population of Turkey is a great potential in terms of the majority of the 
young population (Unsal-Ramazanoğlu, 2013). In a study conducted it was specified that the football spetators 
were mostly young people, and the reason of this was that the a significant part of the population of Turkey were 
young and this was due to the fact that those who show great interest to football were  the young people 
(Çağlayan- Fişekçioğlu, 2004). In a study conducted, it can be seen that the average age of individuals playing 
football on astroturfs as an amateur is 20.8% (11-41) (Esenkaya et al., 1994). And it was found out that the 
marital status of the respondents was 41.5% married and 58.5% single. 
 
Table 2: Distribution of the respondents according to their educational status 

Education                             F                         % 
Primary school 1 0.8 
Secondary school 9 6.9 
High school 61 46.9 
University 51 39.2 
Post graduate 8 6.2 
Total 130  100 

 
 When we examine Table 2, it can be seen that 46.9% of the respondents have a high school level education 

or they have been attending a high school, 39.2% have a college education or have been attending such. The 
proportion of those having a post graduate education is 6.2%, and the proportion of seconary school graduates is 
6.9%. Hence we can say that the educational status of the respondents is a high school and a univeristy level.   

Here individuals who participated in the survey say that the level of education of high school and university 
level. 
 
Distribution Of The Respondents According To Their Profession: 

When we examine Table 3, it can be seen that 46.9% of the respondents are students, 7.7% are workers, 
24.6% are civil servants, and 10.0% are self-employed. Hence we can come to the conclusion that the students 
and those of young ages are more interested in football. Half of the respondents being students and also having 
high proportions of high school and university graduate in Table 2, indicates that the young individiuals and the 
students are more interested in football. In a study conducted, it was found out that the students have been 
practicing sports disciplines like football, basketball, and volleyball (Meseci- Erdogan, 2004). 

 
Distribution Of Respondents According To Their Income Statue: 
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Table 3: Distribution of the respondents according to their profession 
Profession                  f % 
Student 61 46.9 
Worker 10 7.7 
Civil cervant 32 24.6 
Self-employed 13 10.0 
Unemployed 2 1.5 
Industrialist 1 0.8 
Farmer 8 6.2 
Tradesman 3 2.3 
Total 130 100 

 
Table 4: Distribution of respondents according to their income statue 

Income statue  F  % 
Minimum wage and below  62   48.1 
601- 1000 TL 11 8.5 
1001- 1500 TL 17 13.2 
1501- 2000 TL 32 24.8 
2001 and above TL 7 5.4 
Total 130   100 

 
When we examine Table 4 and looking at the income statue of the respondents, the minimum wage and 

below is seen as 48.1%. The respondents being in great proportion of 46.9% students, supports this view. It can 
be seen that the proportion of those with 1501- 2000 TL income is 24.8%, the proportion of those with 1001-
1500 TL. Income is 13.2%, and the proportion of those with 601-1000 TL. Income is 8.5%. Hence, half of the 
respondents being students make the income level correspond to the minimum wage and below. However, the 
average monthly income of the civil servants sector of 24.6 % being  between  1500 -2000 TL,  being 24.8%,  
support each other in nature. 
 
Football-Related Opinions: 

In this section, we have tried to study the views such as the state, the levels of foolball playing of the 
respondents, their state of actively playing sports, whether they are actively interested in any sports discipline, 
their state of loving and watching football, whom they play football with, why they play football on the 
astroturfs. Under this heading; 
 
Distribution Of Respondents According To Their State Of Licensed Footballers: 
 
Table 5: Distribution of respondents according to their state of licensed footballers 

Their state of licensed footballers F  % 

I’ve never played 56 43.1 
I’ve played before 55 42.3 
I’ve been playing  19 14.6 
Total 130 100 

 
     When we examine Table 5, the respondent stated the following: 14.6% of them have been still actively 

playing football, also 42.3% have played football before, and 43.1% of them have never played football before. 
Hence we see that the 56.9% of the individuals attending astroturfs are interested in football. Although this 
proportion can be seen high, relying on this study, it was identified that Turkey is among the EU countries with 
lowest number of licensed footballers (Devecioğlu- Çoban, 2003: Noyan, 2008). 
 
Distribution Of Respondents According To Their Level Of Football Playing: 
 
Table 6: Distribution of respondents according to their level of football playing 

What is your level of football playing   F  % 
Professional 3   2.3 
Amateur 51 39.8 
School team 17 13.3 
in the neighborhood  23 17.7 
On the astroturf  34 26.6 
Null 2 1.5 
Total 128  98.5       100.0 

               
When we examine Table 6, it can be seen that 2.3% of the respondents have already played or have been 

playing football. Also, it is being observed that the 39.8% of individuals played football as an amateur, the 
proportion of those played in the school team or had played in the past is 13.3%. In addition, the proportion of 
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those played football in the neighborhood is 17.7%, and the proportion of those playing football on the 
astroturfs is seen as 26.6%.  
 
Distribution Of The Respondents According To Their State Of Actively Playing Any Sports: 
 
Table 7: Distribution of the respondants according to their state of actively playing any sports 

Their state of actively playing any sports F  % 
I’ve never played 32 24.8 
I’ve played before 67 51.9 
I’ve been still playing  30 23.1 
Null 1 0.8 
Total  130  100 

 
When we examine Table 7, it is being observed that 24.8% of respondents are not interested in any sport 

discipline, 51.9% have actively played sports before, and  23.1% have been actively playing any sports.  
 
The Opinions Of The Respondents About Loving And Watching Football : 

The opinions of the respondents on their status of loving and watching football were given in Table 8. 
 

Table 8: Views of the respondents on their status of loving to play and watching football 
No Views of the respondents on their status of loving to  play and watching football X  Ss 
1 I love fottball 4.40 0.83 
2 I would like to play  fottoball as a professional   4.28 1.07 
3 I watch the professional football matches 4.41 0.87 
4 I watch the amateur fotball matches             2.47 1.33 
5 I watch the football matches on astroturfs           1.96 1.25 

 
When we examine Table 8, it can be seen that the respondent’s opinion with regard to the opinion “I love 

football” in Item 1, they have given the answer of “I completely agree” (x=4.40). This finding reveals the result 
that those who play football on astroturfs love football. The football is a sports discipline, popular and finding 
participants among every part of the population, and which individuals, without discrimination of being rich or 
poor, whether living in a city or a village, can play all the time (Özbar, 2009). Playing with a ball and a goal 
area, if they are not available, playing with two stones and a tin can be a simple, but an enjoyable game, too 
(Dever, 2013). 

When we examine Table 8, we can see that the respondents, though close  to the opinion  “I agree”,  have 
given the answer “I completely agree” to the question in item 2  "I want to play football as a professional" (x= 
4.28). Taking into consideration this answer, we can come to the conclusion that the reasons such as high socio-
economic status of the players who play football as a professional, their being popular, being continually 
mentioned in the media and by the paparazzi, being welcomed like kings wherever they go, or even being more 
known than the political leaders, effect the opinion of those playing football to wish to become professionals as 
well.  

However, when we examin Table 8 again, we can see that the respondents to the opinion in item 3 “I watch 
any professional football matchess” (x= 4.41), have answered as “I completely agree”.  Today we widely see the 
sport of football and its fanatism.  

Talimciler (2000) has stated that the football followers around the world are young people, more than half 
of whom were young people aged between 15-24.  (Talimciler, 2000). In addition, football varies compared to 
the other disciplines due to being a sport discipline and with its feature of trailing the masses (Özmaden, 2004). 
Especially the post industrial football, has a spectacolous appearance rather than being  a game for participating 
in (Bigsby, 1999). It is an indication of the popularity of the football played before one billion spectators during 
the World Cup (Merih, 2005). 

When we examine Table 8, it can be seen that the respondents have given the answer of “I disagree” to the 
question of item 4 “I watch the amateur football matches" (x= 2.47).   

When we examine Table 8, it can be seen that the respondents have given the the answer of “I strongly 
disagree”, which is close to the level of the opinion “I disagree”, to the opinion of item 5 “I watch the football 
matches at astroturfs”(x=1.96). 

In general it can be seen from the table that the individuals who play football at astroturfs love the sport of 
football very much. In addition, it is understood that they want to be a professional players and they watch a lot 
of professional matches. It can be seen that they do not watch the amateur and astroturf matches at all. 
 
The Opinions Of The Respondents With Regard To Whom They Participate To A Football Macth With: 

The opinions of the respondents with regard to whom they participate to a football macth with was given in 
Table 9. 
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Table 9: The opinions of the respondents with regard to whom they participate to a football macth with. 
No The opinions of the respondents with regard to whom they participate to a football macth with X  Ss 
1 My colleagues 2.97 1.53 
2 I play football with friends from neighbourhood 3.45 1.43 
3 I play football with my sports fellows 3.43 1.29 
4 I play football with my family and relatives 2.53 1.29 
5 I play football with social friends (cafe- school, etc.)  3.92 1.14 

 
When Table 9 is being examined, it can be seen that the respondants have expressed their opinion with 

regard to item 1 (x= 2.97) opinion of “I play with my colleagues” as "I partly agree ". This opinion reveals that 
those playing footbal at astroturfs play partly with their colleagues.  

When Table 9 is being examined, it can be seen that the respondants have expressed their opinion with 
regard to item 2 (x= 3.45) opinion of “I play football with friends from neighbourhood” as "I agree".  Sports 
activities are also a social activity. Astroturfs can be considered as a kind of a meeting place and entertainment 
of friends. 

However, when Table 9 is being examined again, it can be seen that the respondants have expressed their 
opinion with regard to item 3 (x= 3.43) opinion of “I play football with my sports fellows” as "I agree" . 

When Table 9 is being examined again, it can be seen that the respondants have expressed their opinion 
with regard to item 4 (x= 2.53) opinion of “I play football with my family and relatives” as "I disagree". 

 When Table 9 is being examined, it can be seen that the respondants have expressed their opinion with 
regard to item 5 (x= 3.92) opinion of “I play football with social friends (cafe- school, etc.)” as "I agree". 

The respondents in general have expressed their opinions in the level of I play football with social friends 
(cafe- school, etc.) and with friends whom I’ve played before with or I play football with my sports fellows at 
present. In a conducted study, it was found out that the friends are the most important factor in beginning to play 
the football as an amateur (Demir- Tekin, 2005). We can say that they partially play football with colleagues, 
whereas they don’t play football with family and relatives. Though Cherster (2001) has said that “People come 
together thanks to the football and thus strengthen the bonds of family and friends by sharing the joy and the 
sadness together.”, this study reveals that the rate for participating in this activity with friends is high, whereas 
participating with family and relatives is low (Chester, 2001). 

 
The Opinions Regarding Why The Respondents Are Playing At The Astroturfs: 

The opinions regarding why the respondents are playing at the astroturfs are given in Table 10. 
 
Table 10: The opinions regarding why the respondents are playing at the astroturfs 

No Araştırmaya katılanların halı sahada niçin futbol oynadıklarına yönelik görüşleri X  Ss 
1 I play football for a healthy life       4.06 0.96 
2 I play football because I love it. 4.38 0.76 
3 I play football to relax                      3.92 0.98 
4 I play football for  the company of friends.  3.89 1.13 
5 I play football as an activity of a leisure time 3.37 1.20 
6 Because there is the problem of access 2.79 1.30 
7 Because another facility for playing sports is not available  3.21 1.36 
8 Because football Is convenient for playing  3.80 1.07 
9 Because there is no risk of injury 2.45 1.15 
10 I prefer it because it is cheap 2.49 1.30 
11 Because I play football well 3.56 1.25 

 
When Table 10 is being examined, it can be seen that the respondants have expressed their opinion with 

regard to item 2 (x= 4.38) opinion of “I play football because I love it.” as "I completely agree ". This opinion 
reveals that those playing footbal at astroturfs play football because they love it more. Football leave an 
impression on people and covers every moment of life (tff, 2009). Turkish people love football and practice it as 
a sport. 

When Table 10 is being examined, it can be seen that the respondants have expressed their opinion with 
regard to item 1 opinion (x= 4.06) of  “I play football for a healthy life ” as "I agree ". The football is one of the 
sport disciplines that can be practised for a healthy life. Ocalan (2005), expressed his opinion as “the football, no 
matter what age group it is played by, people can apply it for a healthy life is a sport discipline within the 
framework of sport a program" (Öcalan, 2005). 

When Table 10 is being examined, it can be seen that the respondants have expressed their opinion with 
regard to item 3 opinion (x= 4.06) of  “I play football to relax ” (x= 3.92), item 4 opinion (x= 3.89) of “for 
company of friends”, item 8 opinion of “because football Is convenient for playing” (x= 3.80), and item 11 
opinion of “because I play the football well” (x= 3.56)  as "I agree ".  Şentürk (2007), expressed his opinion as 
“the football is being played because it gives people the opportunity to relax  and spend a good time" (Şentürk, 
2007). 
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When Table 10 is being examined, it can be seen that the respondents have expressed their opinion with 
regard to item 5 opinion of  “I play football as an activity of a leisure time” "(x= 3.37), item 6 opinion of 
“because there is the problem of access”(x= 2.79),  item 7 opinion of “because another facility for playing sports 
is not available” (x= 3.80) as "I partially agree". We can consider that the respondents have alternative leisure 
time activities as well. The football is an activity coming first  to the mind among the leisure time activities 
(Aksar, 2013). 

However, the firms provide transportation service opportunities for the football fans to attend the astroturfs.  
In addition, the respondents have expressed an opinion of “I partially agree” because there are other facilities for 
playing sports.   

When Table 10 is being examined, it can be seen that the respondents have expressed their opinion with 
regard to item 9 opinion of “because there is no risk of injury” "(x= 2.45), item 10 opinion of “I prefer it because 
it is cheap”(x= 2.49) as "I disagree ". Hence, the opinion of the respondents that there is a risk of injury at 
astroturfs and it is not cheap to play football at astroturfs becomes dominant. 

 
Conclusion And Recommendations: 

Football is a sport discipline, and along with being favoured throughout the world, it is also most preferred 
by the Turkish people. People are going to the astroturfs due to reasons like less sports facilities or their being 
allocated for the amateur matches and the lack of vacant lands for doing any sports due to an increasing 
urbanization. There are around 12 thousand astroturfs in our country. Hundreds of thousands of people play 
football at these facilities every day. 

The purpose of this research was to examine the socio-economic characteristics of the individuals, playing 
football at the astroturfs and their opinions about football.  

In this study it can be seen that 63.1% of the respondents are under the age of 30, 19.2% between the ages 
of 31-40, and 17.7% over the age of 41. It was found out that 46.9% of the respondents had graduated from high 
school or have been studying in a high school. The rate of the college graduates and attending any college was 
observed as 39.2%. When looked at the distribution of the respondents with regard to their professions, it can be 
seen that 46.9% are students, 24.6% are civil servants, and 7.7% are occupied as workers. The rate of those with 
income level of minimum wage and below appears to be 48.1%.  

When we look in general at the socio-economic status of the respondents, we see that their features are as 
follows: they are young, high school graduate or attending school, having an occupation as students and 
consisted of individuals with an income of a minimum wage and below. 

When we look at the status of  football playing of the individuals, it was found out that  43.1% were not 
interested in football before, and 56.9% were interested in football and still continue to be interested in football. 

When looked at in what level the respondents played football, the rate of those who played football as 
professional was found as 23%. And the rate of those who have been playing or those who played as amateur 
players was found as 39.8%. The rate of playing football in school teams appeared as 13.3%. The rate of those 
who played football in the neighborhood was 17.7% and the rate of those interested in playing the football at 
astroturfs appeared as 26.6%. And as the reasons for seeing high rates of those who played football at astroturfs 
and the neighborhood, the lack of any licensing requirement, though small in size, the availability of vacant 
areas in the neighborhood, may be an indication that the football game continues to be played in these areas.  

When we look at the status of the respondents actively playing football, it was found out that 24.8% of them 
were not interested in any sport discipline before. And 51.9% of them were interested in any sport discipline 
before, and 23.1 % of them have been actively playing in any sport discipline.  

And when we look at the opinions of the respondents regarding their status of whether they love and watch 
football, it was found out that they loved football. We can say that due their favoring the sport of football, they 
have been actualizing these desires at the astroturfs.  

The desire of each football player is to play at a professional league and become a professional player. 
Especially today, the reasons of their desire to play football as a professionals, can be considered as such: the 
professional sporters are frequently mentioned in the media in the province and the national media and their 
financial situation is very good. The respondents have stated their views as "I completely agree" to the question 
"Do you want to be a professional sporter”.  All of the survey participants wanted to become professional 
footballers.  

In addition, the respondents being asked "Do you watch the professional football matches", the reported the 
opinion as "I completely agree" level comments. Football-loving individuals who want to play the football 
professionally, have been  watching the professional football matches as well. And it was observed that they did 
not watch the amateur and the astroturf matches. 

We can say that the respondents have presented an opinion as “I agree”  that they played football with 
social (cafe-school, etc.) friends and with friends that they have played football before or have been playing 
football at present, and an opinion as “I partially agree” that they played football with colleagues, whereas they 
expressed an opinion as “I disagree” that they played football with “family and relatives”.  
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When looked at the opinion of the respondents regarding why they played football at astroturfs, they 
expressed the opinion of “I completely agree" to the item of “I play because I love football”.  They have 
presented an opinion as “I agree” level to the items of: “for healthy life”, “for the company of friends”, and 
“because football is suitable for playing” and “because I’m good at football”.   

The respondents expressed an opinion in “I disagree” level to the opinion item of “because there is no risk 
for injury” and “I prefer it because it is cheap”. Hence, we can come to the conclusion that there is a risk of 
injury in the astroturfs and playing football at astroturfs has a material dimension.  

Taking into consideration the study, we can say that the players playing football at the astroturfs are 
generally individuals of a young age, single and students.  In addition, it was found out that more than half of 
them were interested in football. The rates of those who played football as an amateur or still have been playing 
football are equal, and the rates of those who playe football at astroturfs and  the neighborhood, are close.  

It was observed that the respondents loved the football, wished to play as professional footballers and have 
been watching the professional football matches. However, they didn’t watch   the amateur and the matches 
played at the astroturfs. It was observed that they played football with friends (school-cafe-sports). It was found 
out that among the reasons for playing football, the love for football had the highest value. Also, it was found 
out that the reasons for playing football at the astroturfs were healthy life, relaxing, to be with friends and be 
good at playing football, and that they attended the astroturfs because they were suitable for playing football. 
 
Suggestions: 

It is expected that the results of this study conducted shall throw light on the planning to be made related to 
the football.  

1-The football federation needs to speed up the organizations at the astroturfs and these activities should be 
distributed within the year.   

2-The astroturfs can be advantageous with respect to the Turkish football and the training activities must be 
initiated at the astroturfs.  

3-The ways of attracting more people to these sport fields should be investigated by explaining the healthy 
lifestyle at the astroturfs and the impact of the sports upon our health. Amateur matches for both men and 
women can be organized at the astroturfs. 

4- Ways to draw the attention of the female football fans to the astroturfs should be found out. 
5-This survey carried out, can be made with a bigger sample group.  
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