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 This study analyzed the level “A” Accountancy journals in the Brazilian system Qualis-

Capes in regard to their performance (form). Out of 185 journals in level A1 and 198 in 

level A2 in the fields of Administration, Accountancy and Tourism, classified in the 

triennium 2012-2012, 20 were identified as of Accountancy. To obtain the results, the 

methods of assessment proposed by Qualis-Capes and Krzyzanowsky and Ferreira 
(1998) were applied; as for the treatment and analysis of the data, the focus was to 

identify the aspects related to the forms of the journals. The results indicated, drawing 

on the analysis of Spearman‟s Correlation, that the relationship between the 
performance of the journal and the stratification variables Qualis-Capes and the number 

of related indexers was significant. The data indicated that, based on the analysis of 

Spearman‟s Correlation, among the journals examined in this research, none of the 
journals produced in Brazil has indexers in the database ISI/JCR or Scopus/SCImago, 

whereas all the international journals are indexed in both bases. Another finding is that 
the metrics Qualis-Capes is based, virtually, on variables of formal dimension. 
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INTRODUCTION 

 

The evolution of scientific knowledge takes place faster and faster and scientific production has increased 

qualitatively and quantitatively throughout the years. A study conducted by Fundação de Amparo à Pesquisa do 

Estado de São Paulo (2011) indicates that scientific production impulses science and it has gained considerable 

importance. When analyzing the progress of world scientific works between 2002 and 2006 in 15 countries, 

research shows that the United States, the United Kingdom, Japan, Germany, China and France, which take part 

in the restricted group of the main countries in terms of scientific production, have participation 5% above the 

world scientific production. 

In developed countries, such as the United States and England, which are the main poles of research in 

Accountancy, the widening and deepening of the quality of scientific investigations occurred in a much faster 

pace. The outcome of such an expansion was development in the economic, social and financial world scene.  

In Brazil, the progress of scientific research in the field of Accountancy over the last few years, albeit timid 

in contrast to the more developed centers, has experienced the solidification of some stricto sensu Post-

graduation Programs (PGPs), which encompass Master‟s and Doctor‟s programs, specialization and 

improvement courses, according to the Law of Directives and Basis of National Education n.9.394 (Brazil, 

1996).  

The lato sensu programs (specialization and improvement) are more directed to the job market. The stricto 

sensu programs are the Professional Master‟s, Academic Master‟s and/or Doctor‟s degree. Related to these 

programs, one may find the scientific production carried out throughout the developed research, with the aims to 

respond to important questions for the understanding and evolution of debates in varied contexts which involve 

Accountancy. 

The publication of scientific research, in its turn, has an important role to play in the recognition of the 

findings of the PGPs, being one of the most efficient mechanisms for the promotion of scientific knowledge and, 

as such, an essential element to broaden the boundaries and to consolidate social-scientific knowledge. It 

consists of one the main indicators to assess the evolution of the many fields of study. To disseminate these 
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findings, the main means of communication utilized are journals and presentations in congresses and scientific 

meetings. 

Journals have the crucial role to foster research quality, since it attributes great value to the field of study, 

serving as the basis for scientific creation and advancement. For the researcher, the publication in journals 

accounts for an important effort since it represents an outside recognition of the existence of results in his/her 

research. 

With the increase in the amount of journals, the need to turn special attention to the analysis of the quality 

of these productions has been noticed. This is why scientific studies have intensified their focus to learn how 

research is developed and diffused. 

In Brazil, the Coordenação de Aperfeiçoamento de Pessoal de Nível Superior (CAPES) is the institution 

responsible for the assessment of the quality of the means of publication of national and international scientific 

production. For this purpose, it‟s used the Qualis System, which encompasses the host of procedures applied to 

the stratification of the quality of intellectual production. In its assessment, Capes utilizes information provided 

by the Coleta de Dados application, in which, drawing on the results, one may find a list of the classified means 

of publication of scientific production available, with their corresponding grades. 

With the great number of articles in journals, there have been concerns regarding the quality of the 

information. This is why research has been carried out to follow the development of scientific studies in the field 

of Accountancy, with the purpose to foster the creation of good quality production. 

In this context, this study analyzes the scientific production in the field of Accountancy, examining the 

journals classified as level “A” in the Qualis System, with the purpose to explain the possible criteria applied to 

assess scientific publication. Therefore, the guiding question in the present study is: which criteria consolidate 

an Accountancy journal as level “A” in the Qualis-Capes System? In accordance with the research problem, this 

study seeks to analyze the Accountancy scientific journals classified as level “A” in the Qualis-Capes System in 

view of their performance (form). 

Moreover, this study has the following specific objectives: present the characteristics related to the 

scientific production; analyze the criteria applied to assess the journals; describe the criteria utilized by Qualis-

Capes for the classification of level “A” journals in the subfield of Accountancy; and contrast this first 

assessment model with the Krzyzanowski and Ferreira method (1998). 

Therefore, the study is restricted to the analysis of the performance of the journals in order to attempt to 

detect the technical aspects related to their quality. For this purpose, the employed requisites intended to assess 

the normalization, standardization and editorial criteria. This is why the assessment of the contents of the 

journals was not considered. 

This study applied the model and method of assessment of journals Krzyzanowsky and Ferreira (1998) and 

the evaluation employed by Capes with the Qualis System. The relevance of this research is grounded on the 

need to know the profile of the journals specialized in the publication of scientific production in the field of 

Accountancy, drawing on their formal characteristics. The aim is to contribute to the deepening of knowledge of 

the national and international Accountancy journals which meet the quality requisites proposed by the scientific 

community. 

 

2. Literature review: 

In the process of scientific development, two factors are considered important: the first is the scientific 

research as an interesting instrument to the construction and transmission of new knowledge; the second is the 

scientific diffusion, which may happen through publication in journals, the most utilized way to disseminate 

knowledge. Li and Zhao (2011) corroborate the importance of this discussion when analyzing the assessment 

system of Chinese journals. 

According to Bueno (2010), the scientific communication has as its main purpose the dissemination of 

scientific information in order to publicize advances and empirical findings. To Aragão, Oliveira and Lima 

(2014), communication is a fundamental part of the process of conception of knowledge. With no diffusion, the 

research carried out is useless, since the results will be restricted to the researcher and will not produce any 

impact in the area.  

As Borges (2010) claims, over the last years, Brazil has invested and fostered the strengthening of scientific 

publication, center of attention of a host of policies of improvement of quality of offices related to the State, 

such as Capes, the Conselho Nacional de Desenvolvimento Científico (CNPq) among others. Even civil society 

has generated good results. Therefore, it‟s easy to notice the number of journals in varied areas of knowledge. 

For the author, communication is considered the motor of scientific development, that is, to achieve 

advancements it‟s necessary to publish the results of what‟s been discussed at the moment, and the journals are 

the most utilized way to publish research since they are the most efficient way to reach the audience. 

With the increasing number of journals the challenge to produce knowledge with quality and encourage 

scientific development arises. To follow this growth and assess the quality of these productions, studies have 

been carried out throughout the years.  
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From the 1960‟s onwards, the studies on the assessment of the quality of journals of technical or scientific 

character began to be discussed in national literature. Along with this fact came the necessity to define 

measurable parameters, able to reflect the quality of information (KRZYZANOWSKI; FERREIRA, 1998). To 

this regard, Sola and Bonacim (2013) point out that there are registrations of the assessment of Venezuelan 

medical journals, based on the model created by a task group in the United Nations Educational, Scientific and 

Cultural Organization (UNESCO), for the selection of Latin American technical journals in 1964. Under this 

model, measurement criteria were established, such as duration, regularity, periodicity, indexation and so on.  

Throughout the years, some modifications were proposed concerning the methods of assessment. Braga and 

Oberhofer (1982) proposed the modification of the UNESCO model so that it could be applied to the assessment 

of national journals. This new parameter seeks to analyze the aspects concerning the form of journals, defining 

criteria that correspond to the number of variables, attributing marks achieved by the journals, which determine 

their classification as Very Good, Good, Regular and Weak (KRZYZANOWSKI; FERREIRA, 1998; LIMA 

FILHO; BRUNI; MENEZES, 2013).  

An analysis that deserve to be remarked is the one carried out by Krzyzanowski and Ferreira (1998) who, 

concerned with the severe criticism regarding the publication of journals with no quality criteria, developed a 

study that aims at making a combined assessment of merit (contents) and performance (form) of the Brazilian 

scientific and technical journals. For that purpose, they used international requisites of assessment.  

The object under analysis was a list contemplating national scientific journals, which had already 

undergone the process of assessment of the Fundação de Amparo à Pesquisa do Estado de São Paulo (Fapesp), 

CNPq and the Financiadora de Estudos e Projetos (Finep). Taking a sequence of steps, they developed a 

reassessment of these journals. At the first moment, they analyzed the merit and the relevance of the journals; 

then, they assessed the form, using as a reference Braga and Oberhofer‟s model (1982), following certain 

established variables. The result of the study indicated the need to assess journals in a combined fashion so that 

a global understanding of the quality of publications could be achieved.  

To Yamamoto et al. (2002), there are two ways to attribute quality standards to scientific production: 

through bibliometric analysis and through the examination of quality indicators. The first modality was 

celebrated internationally and it approaches questions regarding the cartography of the scientific production. 

The examination of quality indicators, in its turn, is characterized by two complementary aspects: the intrinsic 

one, which comprehends the formal aspects (normalization, duration, periodicity, etc); and the extrinsic one, 

which is related to the contents, and considers the editorial body, the quality level of contributions, the 

consultants, etc. and each journal‟s marks and, consequently, its hierarchization.  

Regarding the analysis of accounting production concerning the performance (form), which is the center of 

the discussion in this study, three pieces of research deserve special emphasis: Oliveira (2002), Martins (2002) 

and Silva et al. (2005).  

Oliveira (2002) carried out research in five national journals of Accountancy, internationally selected 

between 1990 and 1999. The research presented the characteristics of the articles published in these 

publications. The study indicated the important aspects concerning the way periodical publication in 

Accountancy is conducted. The analysis of formal characteristics of scientific journals remarked that there was 

an increase in the number of journals in the 1990‟s, as a consequence of emergence of PGP‟s; most of them find 

their origins in regions that concentrate these programs; the analysis pointed out that the articles of Brazilian 

journals in the field are still beginning to come to evidence if compared to the characteristics internationally 

renowned.  

Martins (2002) made an assessment of the journal Caderno de Estudos, currently named Revista 

Contabilidade & Finanças – USP. To carry out the research, the author applied the model Krzyzanowski and 

Ferreira (1998) to define the degree of relevance of the performance of this journal, considering the following 

attributes: normalization, duration, periodicity, indexation and diffusion. In the merit assessment, he analyzed 

the contents of all the issues of the journal based on a form designed by the author himself, in which he 

registered the epistemological dimensions of the study. The results indicated that the journal presents a very 

general characteristic. Scientific production in the accountant field isn‟t much original, peripheral and of 

questionable quality. The increase of the production in this journal was not followed in this regard and the 

journal has just few articles that present results and analysis of empirical research. 

Silva et al. (2005) remarked the importance of the Revista Contabilidade & Finanças – USP in the national 

academic scene. For that purpose, they made use of the research carried out Martins (2002), observing the 

transformations that happened in the period. With regard to the methodology, they applied the qualitative-

quantitative approach, attempting to remark the various aspects of the journal such as the quantity of articles and 

issues per year, average number of authors per article and issue, background/titles of authors, gender, 

nationality, typology of studies, and average number of the books in the bibliographical lists per article among 

others. The results showed that there was a significant evolution in regard to the type of research utilized to 

design the articles because authors have followed the international research trend to publish empirical-

theoretical research despite the fact of previous predominance of bibliographical research.  
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Sola and Bonacim (2013) carried out a study with the aim to analyze and contrast the bibliometrical forms 

of five national journals: Revista de Administração e Contabilidade Base, Revista Contabilidade & Finanças, 

Revista de Contabilidade do Mestrado em Ciências Contábeis, Revista de Administração Pública, Revista de 

Contabilidade Vista & Revista. For that purpose, two models of qualitative assessment were employed which 

focus on the characteristics related to the structure of the magazines, that is, performance (form), the 

Krzyzanowsky and Ferreira (1998) and Qualis-Capes. The results indicated that there is a concentration of 

scientific production in the Southeastern region and that in the North, Northeast and Central West this 

production is low; the results also demonstrated that the analyzed journals need an improvement in the aspect of 

the form.  

Moreno-Pulido et al. (2014) assessed the evolution and the assessment of the Spanish journals and their 

presence in the Journal Citation Reports (JCR). The authors concluded by indicating the importance of the 

publication of scientific studies in indexed journals with relevant impact factors. 

Among many models of assessment of journals, Qualis-Capes is a reference in the country, since many 

researchers in various areas make use of its studies. Created in 1998, conceived as part of an informatization 

project of Capes, it was designed to meet the specific needs of the assessment system. To Sola and Bonacim 

(2013), one of the main purposes of Qualis is to meet the exclusive and specific objectives of the assessment 

process of the PGPs. Initially, this system was limited to the classification of the means of diffusion of the 

scientific production of the faculty and students of the programs, showing the most relevant journals in the areas 

under analysis, encouraging its utilization. The elaboration of the system is a responsibility of the special 

commissions of consultants and of the respective representatives of each of the areas appraised by Capes, taking 

into consideration the specific directives and the general orientation defined by the Conselho Técnico e 

Científico (CTC-ES). 

By attempting to improve the quality of the Qualis System, after some studies have been carried out, one 

could detect that the system had failures. This is why, in 2007, Capes promoted some changes. The assessments 

carried out before this year had two dimensions of classification of journals: the first encompassed quality, 

which was divided into 03 levels (A,B,C); the second dimension referred to the environment of circulation, 

which was local, national and international. Among the observed problems, some areas had a huge 

concentration of journals in the international class “A”, the highest level, whereas many of the journals should 

clearly be classified as national. Because of such failures, the system was losing the ability to distinguish 

journals considered to be great from the good ones or even the latter from the bad ones (CAMPOS, 2010). 

In the new Qualis, Capes classifies the means of publication according to the specific areas, which currently 

account for 48. Next, they are placed in a category indicating its quality and then, by means of the levels of 

quality, they are classified according to a definite value. In all, there are 08 levels in decreasing order: A1; A2; 

B1; B2; B3; B4; B5 and C. 

About the Qualis-Capes System, Campos (2010) adds that it was designed to assess the quality of 

intellectual production in the Post-graduation Programs in the country. For that purpose, three components are 

utilized: Qualis Critérios, which covers the set of procedures applied to the stratification of the intellectual 

production in the means of publication, in which journals, congress papers and books are analyzed, considering 

that the criteria adopted in the judgment vary according to the field of knowledge; Qualis Dados, the database of 

the means of publication, in which each area has their own database; and Qualis Lista, that refers to the list of 

journals in these areas, generated from data, containing the respective classifications (CAMPOS, 2010). 

Based on the above considerations, the following chapter will deal with methodological procedures, aiming 

at the comparisons of methods of assessment of journals set forth by Qualis-Capes in relation to the one 

proposed by Krzyzanowski and Ferreira (1998).  

 

3. Methodological proceedings: 

3.1 Data collection: 
This research analyzed the journals in the subfield of Accountancy that achieved classifications A1 and A2 

in the last Qualis-Capes (2013). For that purpose, a search in the Portal de Períodicos da Capes, WebQualis, was 

conducted in order to identify journals classified in the field of Administration, Accountancy and Tourism. The 

website was consulted and the requisites utilized for the selection of journals was the inclusion of the term 

“Contabilidade”, “Contábil” or “Accounting” in their titles or that its description, focus or scope presented 

interest in journals that involved research in Accountancy. It‟s important to remark that, for this research, only 

the journals that fit into either of these requisites were selected. Some articles of researchers in the field may 

have been published in journals not comprehended in this study; however, once the editorial policy didn‟t 

indicate interest in research into Accountancy, the journals were considered to be exceptions to the rule. 

This research covered the journals classified by Capes in the triennium 2010-2012. The Qualis portal has a 

list of 185 journals in the fields of Administration, Accountancy and Tourism in level A1 and 198 journals in 

level A2. From the total of journals in level A1, just two are specific to Accountancy, one from the United 

Kingdom and the other from the United States. In level A2, 18 different ISSN were identified. There are three 
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journals in printed and online versions and, for that reason, Capes considers the ISSN as a requisite of 

identification. Twelve of these journals are from Brazil, two from the United Kingdom, two from the United 

States, one from Germany and the other from the Netherlands. The journals are nationally and internationally 

recognized for its area of excellence. The sample selection was carried out in May 2014. 

After the sample was defined, the following phase consisted of the analysis of 20 journals from the 02 

selected levels, with the purpose to make an assessment based on the performance (form) of these journals. The 

methods applied for their assessment were Krzyzanowski and Ferreira (1998) and Qualis-Capes. Both analyses 

focus on the form of the journals. The choice of the first method is justified by the fact that its methodology is 

grounded in the edition and formatting of journals. Qualis-Capes was chosen because it is applied to the 

assessment of this kind of publication in Brazil, having minimal criteria similar to those of the first model and 

also analyzing the formatting and edition of journals.  

The Krzyzanowski and Ferreira model (1998) was applied with some modification in the area, to best suit 

the assessment of these journals. The topics under analysis cover the aspects concerning normalization, 

standardization and the editorial criteria. In the original model, the authors define the following aspects to be 

observed in an assessment: 

 
Chart 1: Variables considered for the assessment of the forms of journals: 

Requisite Topic Subtopic 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
Normalization 

 

 
 

Journal as a whole 

Bibliographical subtitle 

 International Standard Serial Number (ISSN) 

Address 

Periodicity 

Instructions to the authors 

Issue Listo f contents 

Bibliographical References 

 
 

 

Articles 

Author‟s filiation 

Abstracts in the language of the article only 

Abstracts not in the language of the article only  

Bilingual abstracts  

Descriptors 

Date that the article was received and/or published 

Duration Ininterrupted time of existence 

Periodicity Regular intervals of release for publication 

Irregular, late 

Indexation Inclusion in bibliography, abstracts, listo f contents printed on on CD 

Diffusion Form of distribution 

Existence in collections reasonably complete in libraries of the system 

 
Colaboration and 

division of the 

contents 

Authorship 

 

 

Division of contents 

Articles/essays 

Communication 

Letters, documents, registrations and reports 

Bibliographical reviews 

Interviews, testimonies, etc 

Others 

Source: Adapted from Krzyzanowski and Ferreira (1998). 
 

The methodology adopted by Krzyzaowski and Ferreira (1998) described which the variables utilized in the 

process of assessment of the form of journals are. They consider criteria that reflect quality aspects and that are 

related to measurable parameters. The model attributes marks in each topic or subtopic in question. The final 

total allow for the classification of journals according to its performance between “very good”, “good”, 

“regular” and “weak”. In addition, it allows for the characterization of all the set of journals in relation to the 

minimal criteria demanded for the publication of journals. 

In the second phase of the assessment process in the Qualis-Capes model, the moment a journal is selected 

to take part in the Qualis-list, it is subjected to criteria which establish the minimum and maximum limits of 

classification in the levels. To carry out the assessment of the journals, Capes, along with the field commission, 

are responsible for the stipulation of specific criteria. 

In order that a journal is assessed by Qualis-Capes, it needs to meet certain minimal requirements. 

According to Documento da Área (2013), the criteria defined for the classification of journals are: having a 

registration on ISSN; having defined periodicity, with regular, uninterrupted circulation over the last two years 

before the assessment; publishing, at least, 15 new technical-scientific articles every year, significant to the 

field; the journal should present the mission, the thematic focus, editorial policy and the norms of submission to 

which the author of the article is subjected; it should show concern with the quality, blind review evaluation and 

updated editions; it should inform, on the website and in print versions, the data of the organization responsible 

for the publication; make information available about the responsible editor, associated and assistant editors (if 

they exist) and the other members of the editorial committee, indicating their institutional filiations; it should 
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present at the beginning of the articles: title, abstract and key-words, language of the article, name of authors, 

with their corresponding institutional filiations and the physical or electronic address of, at least, one of the 

authors. 

The journals – both in print and online version – receive the same assessment treatment. Besides these 

minimal requisites of assessment, there are other requisites determined by CTC-ES, because the journals are 

analyzed based on indexation mechanisms, which are determinants of prestige and quality. For level “A” 

journals, there must be: 

 
Chart 2: Criteria considered in the assessment of the Qualis-Capes models 

A1 FI > 1,0 ou H > 20 

A2 FI > 0,2 ≤ 1,0 ou H > 4 ou = 20 

Source: adapted from Qualis-Capes (2013). 
 

 This research, at a first moment, assessed all the journals, with the purpose of obtaining the general 

performance of each one of them in regard to their formal aspects, according to the criteria of the Krzyzanowski 

and Ferreira model (1998). After this process, an analysis with the requisites established by Qualis-Capes was 

carried out. Finally, both models were contrasted in order to identify their distinct and different characteristics, 

with the aim to respond to the research problem. 

 

4. Analysis and discussion of results: 

This chapter applies the concepts discussed in the methodology section to the Accountancy scientific 

journals, object of study in this research. At a first moment, the journals will be assessed by the Krzyzanowski 

and Ferreira method (1998). Then, this model is contrasted with that of Qualis-Capes. Finally, the aspects 

observed in both models of assessment are presented. 

In Chart 01, the journals which compose the sample of this study are indicated: 

 
Chart 1: Assessed journals 

ISSN Journal Country 

1614-2446 Annals of Finance Germany 

1807-734X BBR. Brazilian Business Review (Edição em português. Online) Brazil 

1808-2386 BBR. Brazilian Business Review (English Edition. Online) Brazil 

0963-8180 EUR ACCOUNT ver The Netherlands 

1740-8016 International Journal of Accounting, Auditing and Performance Evaluation (Online) USA 

1743-9132 International Journal of Managerial Finance United Kingdom 

0739-3172 Issues in Accounting Education USA 

1413-585X Organizações & Sociedade (impresso) Brazil 

1984-9230 Organizações & Sociedade (Online) Brazil 

1981-5700 RAC Eletrônica Brazil 

1982-7849 RAC. Revista de Administração Contemporânea (Online) Brazil 

1415-6555 RAC. Revista de Administração Contemporânea (Impresso) Brazil 

1983-7488 RAUSP-e (São Paulo) Brazil 

1519-7077 Revista Contabilidade & Finanças (Impresso) Brazil 

1808-057X Revista Contabilidade & Finanças (Online) Brazil 

0080-2107 Revista de Administração (FEA-USP) Brazil 

1984-6142 Revista de Administração (São Paulo. Online) Brazil 

0890-8389 The British Accounting Review (Print) United Kingdom 

1741-0401 The International Journal of Productivity and Performance Management United Kingdom 

1094-4060 The International Journal of Accounting USA 

Fonte: Designed by the authors.    
 

When observing Charter 01, one can see that 60% of the journals are in Brazil, 15% in the United Kingdom, 

15% in the USA, 5% in Germany and 5% in the Netherlands. 

4.1 Assessment of journals with the Krzyzanowski and Ferreira model (1998) 

According to Chart 02, it can been noted that 45% of the journals presented good performance regarding the 

form, that is, their score is between 56 to 80 marks, and 40% reached more than 80 marks, being classified with 

a very good performance. The rest obtained an average performance, with scores between 31 to 55, according to 

the model applied: 
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Chart 2: Result of the performance of the perdormance of the Accountancy Journals with the Krzyzanowski and Ferreira model (1998) 

Journal Score Performance 

BBR. Brazilian Business Review (Edição em português. Online) 94 Very good 

BBR. Brazilian Business Review (English Edition. Online) 94 Very good 

Revista de Administração (FEA-USP) 90 Very good 

Revista de Administração (São Paulo. Online) 88 Very good 

RAC. Revista de Administração Contemporânea (Online) 87 Very good 

RAC. Revista de Administração Contemporânea (Impresso) 87 Very good 

The International Journal of Productivity and Performance Management 83 Very good 

International Journal of Accounting, Auditing and Performance Evaluation (Online) 81 Very good 

Revista Contabilidade & Finanças (Impresso) 76 Good 

Revista Contabilidade & Finanças (Online) 76 Good 

The International Journal of Accounting 73 Good 

Organizações & Sociedade (impresso) 73 Good 

Organizações & Sociedade (Online) 73 Good 

EUR ACCOUNT VER 66 Good 

Annals of Finance 65 Good 

International Journal of Managerial Finance 63 Good 

The British Accounting Review (Print) 61 Good 

Issues in Accounting Education 55 Average 

RAC Eletrônica 45 Average 

RAUSP-e (São Paulo) 42 Average 

Source: Designed by the author. 
 

For the evaluated requisites, scores were established, taking into account the contents of the referred model. 

The journals with highest score were BBR Brazilian Business Review (online Portuguese and English edition); 

Revista de Administração (FEA-USP); Revista da Administração (São Paulo – online); RAC – Revista de 

Administração Contemporânea (print and online version) and The International Journal of Productivity and 

Performance Management.  

Individually, when analyzing the variable “normalization”, an apparent balance between the journals was 

noticed. Among the ones with highest score, one may point out the following: RAC – Revista de Administração 

Contemporânea (print and online versions); Organizations and Society (print and online versions), Rausp-e (São 

Paulo), Revista Contabilidade & Finanças (print and online versions) and Revista de Administração (FEA – 

USP; print and online versions). The precision in compliance with the rules is an essential factor, which assures 

the adequate interpretation of data and a better quality of the journals. 

The second analyzed requisite was the duration; after every two years, the journal obtains a mark. All the 

issues were considered from the creation of the journal until 2012. It‟s important to point out that the choice to 

include all the years was due to the observance of difficulties to maintain a journal. Drawing on this fact, one 

could identify that The International Journal of Productivity and Performance Management was the journal with 

the highest score, existing for 62 years and reaching 31 marks in all; The International Journal of Accounting 

and the British Accounting Review (print version) also had excellent scores: the first reached 24 marks and the 

second 22. 

The periodicity of the journal is also an important aspect since it assesses the regular intervals of 

publication. As result, the higher its rate of publication, the higher its score. Based on this evaluation, it was 

noticed that 65% of the journals publish four times a year (quarterly issues), with three marks attributed to each 

one of them. One should note that The International Journal of Productivity and Performance Management, 

since it has eight editions a years, was classified in the category “six times a year”, which is the reason why it 

was attributed four marks; because there is no specific option, a classification that best represents the real 

number of issues was chosen, not taking into account the special editions. 

The indexation was the requisite that made the greatest difference in this model since it had considerable 

significance in the overall assessment of the journals. The indexed journals in foreign and international services 

get 05 marks in each one of the services. National indexers were not considered. With extremes between 05 and 

55 marks - The British Accounting Review (print version) with 05 and The Brazilian Business Review (online 

Portuguese and English edition) with 55 marks –, an important aspect could be noticed in the British Accounting 

Review (print version): it belongs in level “A” of Qualis-Capes, the highest level; however, its score was the 

lowest if compared to the other journals. 

As for the diffusion requisite, the form of distribution is assessed, considering the following forms: sales, 

permutation, free. Three marks are attributed to the first option and 01 mark to last one. The results show that 

55% of the journals reached one mark for the free distribution and the other received 03 marks. 

The last requisite is the collaboration and division of contents. In the collaboration, authorship is assessed. 

This is why the journals that in the analyzed editions obtained, at least, 10% of articles by foreign authors and/or 

in collaboration with them received 03 marks; the ones with 10% of authors from varied institutions in the 

country got 05 marks. In the assessment, 13 out of the 20 journals received 05 marks. When analyzing the 

division of contents, original articles with regular inclusion of 75% in the editions were attributed 05 marks; 
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articles with regular inclusion of 50% were attributed 03 marks; the review articles were attributed 04 marks; 

communication of new research, letters and bibliographical reviews were attributed 02 marks; interviews, 

testimonials, etc. were attributed 01 mark. In the end, 25% of the journals reached 10 marks, 20% of them 

reached 11 marks and 20%, 13 marks. This requisite allowed for the observation that the contents of the 

assessed journals are composed by articles. 

4.2 Contrasting the results of the Krzyzanowski and Ferreira model (1998) with the Qualis-Capes model. 

In the first phase of the assessment, the journals were subjected to appreciation under 12 criteria. It was 

noticed that all the journals have the minimal necessary requisites. As for the uninterrupted circulation requisite 

(regularity in the 02 years previous to the assessment), only RAC – Revista Eletrônica and RAUSP-e (São 

Paulo) didn‟t meet these requisites, according to the analysis carried out.  

As for the requisite concerning the publication of at least 15 new articles per year, with academic nature and 

relevant to the specific area, RAUSP-e (São Paulo), in its only issue, didn‟t reach this standard. This journal was 

included in Qualis A2 just because RAUSP, with ISSN 0080-2107, is on the same level A2. RAC-Eletrônica is 

another example. Revista de Administração Contemporânea (ISSN 1415-6555), in an exclusively online issue to 

meet the premises of accessibility of the Qualis-Capes System, created his electronic version. This change 

brought about a greater redundancy between both journals and this is why the release of RAC-Eletrônica, in 

2009, was interrupted, with the journal being incorporated by the editorial work of RAC. 

One of the quality indicators employed as criteria for the journal to be assessed by Qualis is the editorial 

committee or editorial body, which is composed by scientists with high academic titles or renowned 

professionals. For this analysis, the responsible editor‟s information was verified, as well as the associate 

editors‟ and their institutional filiations. It‟s important to point out that this kind of information about editorial 

representatives is not just a simple illustration in the appreciation of scientific production. All the journals 

presented their respective information. 

In regard to the presentation at the beginning of the article, in the abstract and the key-words, Capes 

determines that they be in the language the article is published and in English. In the case of foreign journals in 

English, both the text and abstract should be in the language. Journal BBR Brazilian Business Review (online 

Portuguese edition), in all the articles assessed in the period related to the research, presented the abstract and 

the key-words only in the language of the text, that is, in Portuguese. 

In the second phase, according to Documento da Área (2013), Qualis follows the international trends in 

academic management and considers that journals renowned by indexation mechanisms achieve prestige and 

quality. These indexers allow for, additionally, the establishment of impact indicators. However, Capes 

recognize that most of the journals in the field, especially the ones edited in Brazil, are still not indexed. Chart 

03 shows the indexation of journals examined in this research. 

For that purpose, the ISI Web of Science database of the Thompson Scientific Reuters was employed for 

the calculation of the impact factor (IF), the year of reference was 2012, and the Scopus/SCImago database with 

index H was utilized. According to the instructions of the field commission, at the moment of the assessment, 

the most favorable index for the journal is considered. 

 
Chart 3: Indexation of journals 

Journal  JCR/ISI H-Scopus 

Annals of Finance 0,692 10 

BBR. Brazilian Business Review (Edição em português. Online) - - 

BBR. Brazilian Business Review (English Edition. Online) - - 

EUR ACCOUNT VER 1,231 16 

International Journal of Accounting, Auditing and Performance Evaluation (Online) 0,194 6 

International Journal of Managerial Finance 0,394 7 

Issues in Accounting Education 0,590 6 

Organizações & Sociedade (impresso) - - 

Organizações & Sociedade (Online) - - 

RAC Eletrônica - - 

RAC. Revista de Administração Contemporânea (Online) - - 

RAC. Revista de Administração Contemporânea (Impresso) - - 

RAUSP-e (São Paulo) - - 

Revista Contabilidade & Finanças (Impresso) - - 

Revista Contabilidade & Finanças (Online) - - 

Revista de Administração (FEA-USP) - - 

Revista de Administração (São Paulo. Online) - - 

The British Accounting Review (Print) 1,487 29 

The International Journal of Productivity and Performance Management 1,075 19 

The International Journal of Accounting 0,941 24 

Source: Designed by the author in 2014.  
 

According to Chart 3, one may notice that just eight journals have IF, and The British Accounting Review 

(print version) has the highest IF. The International Journal of Accounting, which belongs in level A1, is 
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overcome by EUR Account REV, and The International Journal of Productivity and Performance Management, 

both in level A2, points out that, a priori, these criteria do not contribute exclusively to the best level of Qualis.  

As one may notice, based on the journals published in other countries, all of them have index Scopus H. 

The British Accounting Review (print version) has the highest index, according to The International Journal of 

Accounting. 

As was previously remarked, the commission of the area establishes that, when it comes to the assessment, 

the most favorable index for the journal should be considered. Therefore, for The British Accounting Review 

(print version) and The International Journal of Accounting, the Scopus H index was considered. Among the 

other six journals, which are also indexed in both databases, JCR/ISI was the most favorable option.  

With the application of the Qualis-Capes method, it could be noticed that this assessment model has some 

divergences and it needs some apparent improvement. The analysis of the formal characteristics of the journals 

revealed that, in relation to the fulfillment of the levels, one may not justify the fact that there are journals 

occupying, unnecessarily, two positions in the higher levels just because they belong to a certain publisher on 

the same level, which is the case of RAUSP-e (São Paulo) and RAC-Eletrônica. 

Drawing on the information above, it can be verified that there are failures even in the minimal requisites, 

which prove to be pertinent, but were not strictly followed in the quarterly assessment from 2010 to 2012, 

mainly as for the uninterrupted circulation requisite, which implies regularity in the last two years immediately 

previous to the assessment.  

The classification is also based on the international standards of academic management, which considers 

the indexation mechanisms as determinants of prestige and quality. Most of the Brazilian journals utilized aren‟t 

indexed yet. Reality shows that these journals are still in a process of evolution. Probably, one could say it‟s 

necessary to introduce the impact factor or to encourage these journals to become real means of international 

excellence, through the establishment of achievable goals of progress and the determination of a period for the 

adaptation to this assessment method. 

According to Documento da Área (2013), which was kept in the last Qualis, the journals that are not 

classified in the JCR/ISI or in the Scopus/SCIamago will be placed in other levels, considering the stipulated 

rules. Documento da Área (2013) informs that some national journals, considered relevant to the area, were 

classified in the level above the one that they should have been placed. Thus, it revealed that the Capes 

instrument is not adequate because the journals produced in Brazil have not managed to meet the requisites 

proposed for level A and, in order not to keep only the foreign ones, they have promoted them.  

As described in the literature review, in 2007, Qualis underwent a process of change to correct some 

problems of concentration of non qualified journals, which meet the requisites and that were in higher levels; 

however, the mistake remains. In brief, the criteria proposed by Capes for the journal to be placed in level A 

seem to be too high. It‟s worthless to define high-standard requisites if, as the process plays through, it‟s not 

feasible to meet them. In regard to both journals placed in this level, they occupy the position of two active 

journals which deserved to be in a higher level regardless of their country of origin.  

4.3. Aspects observed in both models of assessment of journals 

In the first place, it must be pointed out that this research didn‟t aim at identifying which of both models is 

the most assertive. The aim was simply to observe the features of the two of them, with the purpose to analyze 

the journals in regard to their form and explicit the characteristic that were observed with the application of 

these methods of assessment. 

When contrasting both methods, with the purpose to identify distinct elements and also compare 

differences, if existent, the following scene could be noticed: 

 
Chart 4: Results of both assessments 

Journal Krzyzanowski and 

Ferreira (1998) 

Qualis/ 

Capes 

Annals of Finance 65 A2 

BBR. Brazilian Business Review (Edição em português. Online) 94 A2 

BBR. Brazilian Business Review (English Edition. Online) 94 A2 

EUR ACCOUNT ver 66 A2 

International Journal of Accounting, Auditing and Performance Evaluation (Online) 81 A2 

International Journal of Managerial Finance 63 A2 

Issues in Accounting Education 55 A2 

Organizações & Sociedade (impresso) 73 A2 

Organizações & Sociedade (Online) 73 A2 

RAC Eletrônica 45 A2 

RAC. Revista de Administração Contemporânea (Online) 87 A2 

RAC. Revista de Administração Contemporânea (Impresso) 87 A2 

RAUSP-e (São Paulo) 42 A2 

Revista Contabilidade & Finanças (Impresso) 76 A2 

Revista Contabilidade & Finanças (Online) 76 A2 

Revista de Administração (FEA-USP) 90 A2 
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Revista de Administração (São Paulo. Online) 88 A2 

The British Accounting Review (Print) 61 A1 

The International Journal of Productivity and Performance Management 83 A2 

The International Journal of Accounting 73 A1 

Source: Designed by the author (2014). 

 

After both models were analyzed, one could notice that BBR Brazilian Business Review (online Portuguese 

and English editions), with the first method, presented the highest scores, reaching almost 100 marks (highest 

score possible), and in Qualis-Capes it was placed in level A2. 

Journals RAC Eletrônica and RAUSP-e (São Paulo), with both models, didn‟t meet all the criteria; because 

of that, with the Krzyzanowski and Ferreira method (1998), they obtained a low score, reaching average 

performance, which shows that subjective factors influenced the positive assessment of these journals. After the 

analysis of The British Accounting Review (print version), one could notice that, in the Qualis assessment, the 

journal reached level A1, but in that of Krzyzanowski and Ferreira‟s (1998), it had the fourth lowest score. The 

explanation for this score lies in the requisite “indexation”, according to which this journal obtained just 05 

marks, but considering the other requisites, it reached a good average. The International Journal of Accounting 

is in the same position. Drawing on this finding, one can conclude that the indexation was the requisite that 

made the whole difference in the model Krzyzanowski and Ferreira (1998).  

Moreover, one could notice that Brazilian journals obtained marks higher than the foreign ones in the first 

method of assessment. The factors which contributed to this result lie in the indexation and the duration.  

Drawing on these findings, in Chart 5, the analysis of the Spearman‟s correlation is presented, which 

indicates the matrix of correlations of the main variables analyzed in this study. Spearman‟s correlation 

coefficient or the Coefficient of Correlation by Spearman‟s Post is the oldest coefficient. This coefficient 

determines that the variables supposedly related, X and Y, be measured on an ordinal scale. Derived from 

Pearson‟s Linear Coefficient of Correlation, it deals with his posts instead of his values (BAUER, 2007). 

 
Chart 5: Matrix of correlation 

Variables  Performance Qualis N. of 

editions 

Indexers Type of 

Publication 

Performance Coefficient of 
correlation 

1     

Qualis Coefficient of 

correlation 

0,498* 1    

N. of editions Coefficient of 
correlation 

 0,345 1   

Indexers Coefficient of 

correlation 

0,576* 0,476* 0,232 1  

Type of 
publication 

Coefficient of 
correlation 

0,174 0,256 0,301 0,179 1 

*Sig 0,000 

Source: Designed by the author (2014). 
 

According to the Spearman‟s correlation, one may state that the performance of the analyzed journals is 

positively correlated with the levels of Qualis-Capes and with the number of related indexers. In the same 

fashion, it was not corroborated (Sig. above 5%) that there are correlations of the variables “number of editions” 

and “type of publication” with the performance of the journal. Complementarily, it can be noticed that there is a 

positive correlation between the number of indexers and Qualis-Capes. 

Drawing on findings above, the last chapter is presented, which will deal with the final considerations. 

 

5. Final considerations: 

This research aimed at analyzing the Accountancy journals classified as level A in Qualis-Capes in view of 

their performance (form). For that purpose, an exploratory research was carried out in the Capes Journals Portal 

to collect the data. The sample was composed of 20 journals from which 02 are level A1 and 18 are level A2. 

The chosen period was 2010-2012. In this sense, the problem that guided this research is once again presented: 

which criteria consolidate a national and an international journal in the field of Accountancy in level „A” in 

Qualis-Capes? 

As an answer to the question above, this study identified the following aspects that characterize a high-level 

journal: commitment to the publication of quality contents with the purpose to disseminate knowledge 

production; for that purpose, there must be a varied editorial body and with relevant activity in the field of 

research; an editorial orientation, which makes a significant contribution at the moment the researcher has the 

intention to publish his/her research and when he/she is analyzing the journals that accept determinate 

inclinations; directives concerning submission, which are the instructions that the authors must follow to 

adequate their production to the rules stipulated by the publisher; new research to be published and relevant to 

the related fields; ethics and respect to assure the trust in the scientific publication. 
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Concerning the first objective, the characteristics of the articles were analyzed. In the model Krzyzanowski 

and Ferreira (1998), the requisite “article” verified the aspects related to the filiation of the author, abstracts, 

descriptors, date of reception and/or publication of the articles. The originality, contemporaneity and thematic 

identification of the journal were evaluated on the scientific level. When analyzed in the articles of the journals 

in the sample selected for this study between 2010 to 2012, the results indicated that all of them meet the criteria 

proposed. 

Considering the results of the analysis related to the application of both methods of assessment of the form 

of the journals, some remarks should be stated. With the Krzyzanowski and Ferreira model (1998), the analysis 

developed 06 requisites: normalization, duration, periodicity, indexation, diffusion, collaboration and the 

division of contents. In each analyzed journal, one could notice the general classification regarding the 

performance in light of its total score and, individually, through the isolate analysis of the variables. The results 

showed that 17 journals reached high levels of performance and that the requisites “duration” and “indexation” 

were the ones that mostly influenced the final grade. 

After analyzing the form with the Qualis-Capes method, some minimal criteria are utilized with the purpose 

to identify and evaluate aspects in relation to the periodicity of the journals, regular circulation, publication, 

normalization, appearance, editorial policies, presentation of the articles and editorial committees. Considering 

the sample adopted in this study, one could notice that just journals RAC Eletrônica and RAUSP-e (São Paulo) 

didn‟t present all the minimal requisites. 

In the assessment of the journals, a host of characteristics were evaluated, based on studies and norms about 

edition. Drawing on the findings, one could verify that, through both methods, the journals have advanced and 

overcome challenges to develop publications with high quality. This can be verified when the characteristics of 

the journals are analyzed in regard to the presentation, structure, normalization and the aspects related to the 

distribution. 

The journals selected for this study, in the field of Administration, Accountancy and Tourism, follow the 

criteria established by the technical field commission and by Capes. As one of the objectives was to detail the 

necessary rules for the classification of journals in level A of the subfield of Accountancy, the first observation 

refers to the minimal requisites, which concern the essential fundaments of the assessment of the character and 

scientific quality of the journals. Therefore, the following aspects were identified: periodicity, regular 

circulation, publication, normalization, appearance, editorial policies, presentation of articles and editorial 

committees. Therefore, their relevance lies in the detection of the technical aspects of the journals. 

One of the results of the analysis showed that among the examined journals, the ones edited in Brazil don‟t 

have indexers in a database ISI/JCR or Scopus/SCImago. On the other hand, all the international journals are 

present. Therefore, it‟s demonstrated that the Brazilian journals still need to undergo improvement in order to 

stand beside the foreign ones, so that they can achieve more prestige and recognition in the area worldwide, at 

least, as far as this requisite is concerned.  

Therefore, the adopted approach in this research allowed for the attainment of all the proposed objectives. 

When contrasting both the methods of assessment, some relevant observations were identified: the Qualis-Capes 

methodology needs an apparent improvement in the assessment while the Krzyzanowski and Ferreira model 

(1998), despite having been created long ago, has valid criteria, updated and close to those of Qualis, although 

it‟s noticeable that improvement and adaptation to the current contexts are necessary. In brief, one can state that 

both methods, within their limitations, have the purpose to contribute to the improvement of scientific 

communication so that it can raise one‟s awareness about the need to foster the development of high-quality 

scientific journals with significant impact, in light of the models of assessment adopted.  

In both the applied methods, no significant differences were identified in regard to the requisite “form”. 

Drawing on this finding, it can be stated that the assessment of Qualis-Capes metrics is based, virtually, on 

variables of formal dimension, that is, the journals may obtain a higher or lower citation/categorization 

depending on the attention (or not) that is paid to the formal requisites. 

Furthermore, it‟s stressed that this research contributes not just to the discussion on the necessary criteria to 

insert a journal of excellence in level A, but it also encourages  a reflection for the journals classified in the 

lower levels, with the purpose that they be inspired to rise their assessment and impact. 

The contribution of this study is proving data about the profile of the specialized journals in the publication 

of scientific production in the field of Accountancy, based on the consideration of their formal characteristics. It 

also contributes to a better understanding of the national and international Accountancy journals in regard to the 

meeting of quality requisites proposed by Capes. 

As limitations detected in the process of the research, one could highlight the difficulties of access to some 

basic information on the websites of some journals and the fact that the analysis focused on the journals 

classified in level A only, which, in a certain way, restricted the research.  

Finally, as this research does not intend to assess journals on the basis of their merit (contents), it is also a 

suggestion to future research about how to proceed concerning the assessment of the merit of the articles. It 
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would be also interesting to apply this research to journals belonging in other levels of Qualis and to those of 

other areas of knowledge recognized by Capes. 
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