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 Background: Physical and non-physical environmental change triggering the 

transformation on women’s role in managing natural resources in Sebangau area, 
Central Kalimantan. We expect to promote strategies to maintain their family life with 

Survivalist’s Women. Objective: This study is aimed to identify natural resource 

management activities including the role of gender ‘s involvement in it, and also to 
analyze the transformation of  women’s role in managing natural resources in Sebangau 

area, Central Kalimantan. Method: We used qualitative method to assess the condition 

of natural object, where the researcher is the main instrument. The data collecting 
techniques used is triangulation (combination). Data analysis used the inductive 

qualitative, and the study is emphasized on meaning rather than generalization. 
Results: The result of this study showed there was physical and non-physical 

environmental change. This change was triggering the transformation on Women’s role. 

It was driven by the increasing of women’s workload.  And it occurred because the lack 
of community access to the natural resources in Sebangau area. The men will try to 

seek out the availability of other natural resources outside the Sebangau area. 

Conclusion: The women replace men’s work in public sectors as well as being 
responsible in domestic sectors. They also pursue a strategy to maintain their family life 

which is called Survivalist’s Women. 
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INTRODUCTION 

 

  Sebangau in Central Kalimantan covers an area 

of 568,700 ha. It is a protected area and determined 

as Sebangau National Park (TNS) in 2004 which 

consists of 734,700 ha peat swamp forest in 

Kalimantan and includes about 2,3 Gt Carbon. 

Before stated as National Park, Sebangau is forest 

area with a status of production forest. Previously, 

this area was managed by 13 timber companies until 

the mid of 1990s, followed by illegal logging until 

2006. Logging activity caused development of 

almost 1,000 transportation canals which accelerate 

the water flow from the peat dome and causing peat 

land drainage. The drying of peat dome through the 

canals was contributed to the decomposition and 

decreasing in ground water level, and lead to the 

destruction of forest ecosystem in the whole 

Sebangau area.  

 Sebangau area has unique characteristics in 

structure and type of soil, topography, hydrology, 

flora and fauna. This area supports Sebangau 

watershed and Kahayan watershed. Both watersheds 

distribute hydrological function, e.g. agriculture 

irrigation, fisheries, and local water supply for 

surrounding area.  

 Regard to socio-cultural aspects, most people of 

Sebangau area has fundamental dependence on 

natural resources within the area where economic 

value is fairly high. The population in the area is 

occupied as farmers, fishermen, Jelutung tappers, 

vegetables farmers, rubber plantation labor, and 

stockbreeder. All of them are highly dependent on 

the natural resources in Sebangau.  

 By its structure as peat swamp forest, Sebangau 

area stocked the fresh water for three regency areas, 

i.e. Katingan, Pulang Pisau, and Palangka Raya. 

Threatened Sebangau for illegal logging made the 
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canals excavation which damage the structure of peat 

land and cause dryness of the land as well as forest 

fire.  

 In natural resources management, it is found that 

there are activities changing in the area. In the 

activity of fisheries, the damage of swamp and water 

ecosystem are caused by the activity of illegal 

logging, forest fire near the swamp area and rivers, 

illegal fishing. These violations result the decreasing 

numbers of fish and fisheries production. Otherwise, 

plantation and livestock management are relatively 

new activity that brings high economy benefit for 

them. Previously, the plantation and livestock 

production had not been considered as source of 

main income for the community in Sebangau, 

especially Kereng Bangkirai Sub-district. But the 

environmental change forced the community to seek 

new alternative livelihood for supporting their daily 

life.   

 The determination of Sebangau area as National 

Park also gives impact to the population, especially 

in the legal aspects of social-economic. From the 

legal aspect, there are many rules implemented 

through related institutions. It changes people’s 

behavior to be more accordance and controlled by 

government’s rules.  

 A restoration project implemented to the peat 

swamp forest in Sebangau National Park by WWF 

for the period of 2008 to 2038 (WWF, 2012). This 

project provides positive impact to the community, 

especially for fishery production management. In 

fishery, restoration of hydrology in the project area 

will cause the lakes surround the area to become 

repopulated again, in which the lakes are the place 

for fish breeding. Mainly, the community makes use 

of the area for fishery activities and they will benefit 

from the restoration of fishery management. Beside, 

the number of fishing tools which are permitted to 

use in the area of the National Park as well as the 

ownership governed by rules. The fishing tools are a 

representative indicator of lots number of fish in the 

area. More fishing tools refer to the abundance of 

fishery resources and vice versa. The use of illegal 

fishing tools (by using poison and electric) for a long 

term will decrease fishery resources, because the 

baby fish were killed and thrown away because they 

had no economic value. Beside the impact of illegal 

fishing can damage the existing ecosystem, therefore 

there are penalty for fishermen who are catching the 

fish in an illegal way.  

 An additional positive impact to the community 

in the Sebangau area is decreased number of forest 

fire which means reducing the smoke resulting from 

forest fires. It brings a positive impact to the people’s 

health. It also creates safe condition for canoeing or 

boating in the river (smoke reduce visibility and also 

disrupting the transportation).   

 Condition change because of environmental 

change physically and non physically (social, 

economic, culture and law) requires transformation 

on women’s role in the area of Sebangau, especially 

because women have activities which are directly 

related to the nature. The women are required to 

adjust themselves with the change in order to survive 

for their family life by doing domestic task as 

maximal as possible in addition to support public 

task which are dominantly done by the men. The 

women in Sebangau area need to increase their skill 

quality in order to empower women, minimizing the 

gender gaps and finally to make realization of Justice 

and Gender Equality.   

 

Research Methods: 

Data Collection: 

 This study used qualitative method named as 

post positivistic method because it is based on the 

post positivism philosophy (Salam, 2011). It also 

mentioned as artistic method, because this study is 

less patterned, also called as interpretive method 

because the data collection refers to the interpretation 

towards data found in the study site. Qualitative 

research method is often called naturalistic research 

method because it is conducted in the natural 

condition (natural setting); it is called qualitative 

method because data collected as well as the analysis 

are examined qualitatively (Lion and Bunu, 2013). 

This method is used for natural condition of the 

object, where the researcher as the key instrument, 

data collecting techniques was triangulation 

(combination).  

 

Research Site: 

 Determination of the research was done by 

identification of sites through the map of villages 

which are included in the area of Sebangau. The area 

of research site will be determined intentionally 

(purposive), i.e. Kota Palangka Raya, as a site to 

represent 6 Village in Sebangau district, e.g. Kereng 

Bangkirai Village. The reason to choose this site 

based on the largest area of Sebangau district, with 

variety of potential natural resources and 

management activities including family role based on 

gender which carried out together. Besides that, 

geographic condition in the area of Sebangau is 

swamp, forest which consists of villages result the 

division of work physically. It enables women to 

participate, the type of activity in resources 

management, and norms and values where the 

women do domestic work and helping men to 

manage resources of main income or additional 

income for the family. This condition showed that 

Kerang Bangkirai Village is a miniature 

representation of Sebangau area, which is suitable for 

research based on gender perspective.   

 

Method of Analysis: 

 Data was analysis inductive/qualitatively; 

emphasized more on meaning than generalization 

(Sugiyono, 2007). Qualitative research data is 

obtained from several resources, by using a variation 
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of the data collection techniques (triangulation), and 

is conducted continuously until the data is saturated. 

Data analysis was done by process of searching and 

systematically compiling the data which are obtained 

from interviews, field notes and documentation. The 

data was organized into categories, defining into 

units, synthesizing, arranging into patterns, choosing 

the most important data to be assessed, and then 

summarized to be easily understood by others 

(Rudito and Famiola, 2013).   

 

RESULT AND DISCUSSION 

 

Typology of Natural Resources accessed by the 

Community in the Sebangau Area: 

 This study found and categorized natural 

resources typology in Sebangau area into three 

categories: private, limited public, and public. 

Natural resources with private typology are natural 

resources which can be accessed and controlled only 

by individual households. The resources are found in 

the yard, garden or pond which is owned privately. 

Otherwise, typology category for natural resources in 

limited public are natural resources which are not 

owned by the individual households,  but having 

relation to the certain rules such as customary 

law/culture in terms of management, thus it can be 

accessed and used by the people in that village. The 

natural resources are located in the tributaries and 

have been divided according to customary law; forest 

belongs to certain areas or conservation area or 

because of implementation of rules cannot be 

accessed or managed by another party outside the 

authorized party. While typology of natural resources 

in public category are natural resources  which can 

be accessed freely by any party without limitation of 

the rules, or legally owned by one party, such as 

forest, river, swamp, or ponds.  

 Before the establishment of Sebangau as 

conservation area, the three typologies of natural 

resources in Sebangau area divided by the 

community. The division of the area refers to private 

area owned by the women in their roles as housewife 

(domestic role), public area mostly dominated by the 

men as main source of income. While limited public 

areas can be owned by men and women (because it 

is close to the private area).  

 In the area, there is a dynamic on the three 

typologies of natural resource. It is related to the 

scales of utilization where the natural resources 

occur. This happens in association with event phases 

that occurred over a period of time in Sebangau area. 

It formed utilization scales of natural resources 

which are also related to the economic scale. In the 

phase of pre-commercialization, utilization scale of 

natural resources in the three typologies is low 

categorized. Because at the time, the utilization of 

natural resources are used only for fulfilling 

households needs. It turned into commercialization 

phase where the natural resources are exploited 

broadly, not only for fulfilling household’s needs, but 

also for commercialization needs. In this phase, 

timber companies were found in Sebangau area, 

because the timber industry was legalized.  

 Exploitation of natural resources was drastically 

decreased since Sebangau was stated as a 

conservation area in which there is limited access to 

its natural resources. It continued to happen until 

conservation phase of Sebangau area became 

National Park. Decreasing level of access to the 

natural resources in the public and limited public 

areas encouraged the increasing of utilization of 

natural resources in the private category, in order to 

make balance over decreasing access to the natural 

resources in public and limited public. This 

balancing effort was for fulfilling the needs for 

natural resources which previously can be found in 

the public and limited public, but now can’t be found 

anymore because of conservation rules. And the area 

changed into limited, thus the utilization was getting 

increased to meet the people’s need towards the 

natural resources, as can be seen in the following 

figure. 

 In the limited public area, the role of women is 

higher than men, because women do their domestic 

role in private area as well as in public limited area. 

The role of men and women decreased in the period 

of determining Sebangau National Park because the 

rules of conservation was implied to limit the 

intensity of utilizing the natural resources in the 

Sebangau Area.  

 In the typology of private natural resources, the 

role of women is more than men’s role, because this 

area is related to the domestic role. The role of 

private typology is increasing from time to time, 

especially after Sebangau National Park is 

determined. However in another typology, 

conservation rules are implied and it makes limit in 

intensity for utilize the natural resources, thus the 

society can maximize private area for fulfilling their 

daily needs.  

 Almost the same with typology of limited public 

area, the role of men on the public typology 

decreased in the period of determining Sebangau as 

National Park because implementation of 

conservation rule limit the intensity for utilizing 

natural resources in Sebangau area. The differences 

of women’s role and men’s role occurred because the 

women were not much participated in public role. 

Besides that, in the period of determining Sebangau 

as National Park, the role of women increased 

because they have to replace the men’s role to find 

new resources out of Sebangau area. 

 

The Roles of Women on Natural Resources 

Typology in Sebangau Area: 

 The relation between women’s roles (in the four 

main focus areas of women’s roles: production, food 

security, energy and income) with typology division 

about natural resource are important to be known in 
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order to observe occurred transformation process of 

the following roles.  

 

Stabilize production:  
 In the fishery activity, women can be in three 

categories at once; public, limited public, and 

private. Even though in the public and limited public 

area, the role of women was only to support 

production activity by preparing the tools and needs 

for fishing. In the activity of agriculture businesses, 

the women showed her roles in the private area 

because gardening activity is only found in private 

area. While on the livestock production, beside 

private area it was also on limited public area for 

taking care of the livestock.  

 

 
 

Fig. 1: Typology of Natural Resources Management for Private Area Based on the Role of Men and Women in 

Sebangau Area. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig. 2: Typology of Natural Resources Management in Limited Public Area Based on the Role of Men and 

Women in Sebangau Area. 
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Fig. 3: Typology of Natural Resources Management for Public Area Based on the Role of Men and Women in 

Sebangau Area. 

 

Stabilizing the food security:  

 The position of typology natural resources 

utilization of women are almost the same with the 

stabilizing production, the change only took place in 

the activity of gardening on agricultural business 

products (horticulture). For stabilizing the food 

security, women get benefit of limited public area 

which located in the private area, for supporting 

security food for family. For example by searching 

for raw materials for food in the forest, swamp, or 

small rivers near their houses.  

 

Stabilizing energy consumption:  
 As occurred in the stabilizing production, the 

women can be in the three areas at once for the 

activity of fisheries. While in the public and limited 

public the role of women is only to support 

production activity through the preparing the men’s 

tools for catching fish. In the activity of gardening of 

agriculture business products, the women showed 

their roles in gardening in the private area. For 

livestock, women’s role could be found in the private 

and also limited public. 

 

Stabilizing the family income:  
 In the fisheries activities, women can be in three 

areas at once. Women stabilize family income by 

maximizing production and minimizing energy 

consumption and by maximizing food security. In the 

activity of gardening agricultural business products 

(horticulture), the women showed their roles in the 

private and limited public area, where the women 

were looking for alternative sources of food or 

energy in the area of limited public thus can save 

expenses. While for livestock production, beside 

private area, it is also limited public for raising 

animal for livestock. It will be used as food for 

family and also source of family income. The 

explanation of this part is put in the Table 1.  

 

Transformation of Women’s Roles in the Sebangau 

Area: 

 Environmental changes in the area of Sebangau, 

caused physically or non physically the 

transformation of women’s roles in the community. 

Transformation of women’s role can be seen mainly 

in the fishery activities, where the activity of 

catching fish was done from long time ago as 

heritage and tradition from the ancestors of Sebangau 

community. From the result of observation and 

interview with the informants, fishermen are the job 

that they handed down from generation to 

generation. The community has owned traditional 

knowledge about fisheries, such as the tools used for 

catching fish, and also the local wisdoms.  

 Isam, a 65-year-old grandmother, is a fisherman 

since she was young until now. Initially, Isam caught 

fish together with her siblings, after she married, 

Isam is still fishing, but this time she accompanies 

her husband. When she was asked about gender 

transformation in terms of fisheries, Isam explained 

her experience. In the era when she was younger, the 

role of woman and man were equal. Whatever job 

done by man, it can be done by woman. There was 

almost no difference. While nowadays, there are 

many women who are not catching fish anymore, 

eventhough there are a few. But, the number is 

decreasing as time goes on. Isam has the opinion that 

a long time ago the number of fish caught was still 

abundant, in contrast with this era where the number 
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of fish caught is becoming less and less. Thus, the 

activity of catching fish is not effective anymore for 

women. Therefore, it is enough for them if only the 

husband or brothers catch the fish.   

 
Table 1: The Relation Between the Role of Women and Typology Division of Natural Resources in Sebangau Area. 

No. Women’s Role Natural Resources Typology 

Public Limited Public Private 

1. Stabilizing of Production 

 • Fisheries √ √ √ 

• Gardening of agricultural business 

product (Horticulture) 

  √ 

• Livestock  √ √ 

2. Stabilizing of food security 

 • Fisheries √ √ √ 

• Gardening of agricultural business 
product (Horticulture) 

 √ √ 

• Livestock  √ √ 

3. Stabilizing energy consumption 

 • Fisheries √ √ √ 

• Gardening of agricultural business 
product (Horticulture) 

  √ 

• Livestock  √ √ 

4. Stabilizing of family income 

 • Fisheries √ √ √ 

• Gardening of agricultural business 

product (Horticulture) 

  √ 

• Livestock  √ √ 

 

 Galoy (50 years) told the same thing as Isam. 

Galoy said that in this era, the majority of catching 

fish is done by the men. The role of women is more 

as only supporting the activity, such as preparing 

meals, selling fish, making dried fish, and other 

supporting work. Furthermore, Galoy added that 

women in Kereng Bangkirai were only doing 

domestic activities such as taking care of the family 

needs and taking care of their school aged children.  

 Juwita (33 years) agreed with Isam and Galoy 

statements. She said that the activity of women in 

catching fish is decreasing. Juwita added that beside 

the factor of physical environment change, the 

easiness of current day is also the source factor of it.  

She explained that in this era there are many engine 

used for supporting work in fisheries, firstly it was  

harder but now it is easier and enough to be done by 

men only.  

 While in the gardening/farming activity and 

livestock are not showing forms of certain 

transformation in the series of activity. This is due to 

both activities begun to enter the Sebangau area after 

the establishment of Sebangau area as area of 

conservation. The activity of farming and livestock 

were brought from out of Sebangau by the outsiders 

who joined transmigration program. By the 

government, these people were encouraged to do 

farming/gardening in which there is a high potential 

for the Sebangau area because of its potential and 

natural characteristics. In fact, these activities 

encouraged gender transformation to happen for the 

indigenous people of Sebangau community. Finally 

there were some of these indigenous people who also 

began to join the activities as an alternative of their 

livelihood other than fisheries. However, there were 

not many people interested in doing 

farming/gardening and livestock, because indigenous 

people prefer to do instant work as their job. But 

there are some indigenous people who involve in the 

farming and livestock, such as Ms. Rumi (31 year-

old, Dayaknese) who works as laborer of farmer 

groups. Ms. Rumi is willing to work as laborer with 

the purpose to increase her family income and 

balancing her husband income who works in private 

sectors with uncertain income. Ms. Rumi expressed 

that she prefers to work as laborer than managing 

farming land by herself, because she feels she is not 

able to manage farming land on her own. Besides 

that, she explained that her work as laborer is 

appropriate to spend her spare time without ignoring 

her main duty in the domestic area. Ms. Rumi works 

four to six days a week, about four hours a day, with 

salary up to two millions per month depend on the 

work she does.  

 In order to understand how the gender 

transformation occurred in each natural resources 

management area in the Sebangau area, it will be 

explained first about division of gender’s roles in the 

activity of fisheries in the following Table 2.  

 Based on the results of the study, a more 

complete description about the activity change in the 

fishery community in Kelurahan Kereng Bangkirai, 

were described in the following Table 3. 

 Furthermore, about the division of gender’s roles 

in the activity of agricultural business products 

(horticulture) in Sebangau area will be described in 

the Table 4 as follows.  

 Before the determination of Sebangau National 

Park, there was seldom an opportunity to do farming 

(agriculture). Farming was only in the form of 

gardening in the yard with limited quantity and non-

commercial purpose. Most of the people depended 
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on natural resources for their livelihood. After 

determination, the progress occurred in Sebangau 

National Park area. There was farming of agricultural 

business products (horticulture) conducted by the 

outsiders. The types of plants were not only 

agricultural business products but also other types of 

plants such as rubber and pineapple. Management of 

natural resources for these types was done 

traditionally and in combination with the new ways 

from the expert in agriculture. The products were not 

only be cultivated but also processed to be flour, and 

cake, or chips. The division of gender activity for 

livestock in Sebangau area can be seen in the Table 5 

below.   

 
Table 2: The Role of Gender in the Activity of Fisheries in Sebangau Area. 

Activity Gender’s Roles 

• Making boat/canoe and fishing tools. Boat/canoe is made by men. Fishing tools can be made together or alone. 

• Preparing boat/canoe and fishing tools. Performed by men alone or women alone. 

• Preparing meals for the fishing trip. Performed by women. 

• Going to the location of catching fish. Performed together or alone. One boat/canoe generally is for one person, 

sometimes fisher women will bring her younger child. 

• Taking out the fish. Performed respectively. Generally women lift smaller tools. 

• Store the fish. Performed respectively, both by men and women. 

• Installing fishing tools. Performed respectively, both men and women. 

• Back to the house. Performed together or alone. 

• Selecting the fish. Performed together or alone. 

• Selling the fish (fresh-caught fish). Performed together or alone. 

• Processing the fish (death fish). Performed by women, men can help. 

• Selling the processed fish. Performed by women. 

 
Table 3: Changes in Activity of Fishery in Sebangau Area. 

Before determination of Sebangau National Park After determination  of Sebangau National Park 

• Division of workload of men and women is almost balance. • The role of women increased. The crisis of fishery makes men 
trying to find an alternative job such as gold mining, the work 

formerly done by men is replaced by women to cover their daily 

needs. 

• The number of fishermen and community along the river are 
still little. 

• Most of the community are fishermen. 

• The number of women who became fisher women was quite a 
lot because it was tradition and they had no skills to do other jobs. 

• Women who are fisher women are getting small in number. The 
young women are no longer required to follow her mother job in 

fishery. 

• For men, working in timber is more benefit. • Alternative work for men in the timber industries decreased since 
illegal logging is prohibited. 

• The number and fish size were larger; there were no limitation 

in number of fish that can be caught. 

• The number and fish size decrease, the area for catching fish are 

limited. 

• Most of fish caught were consumed for daily needs. Seldom to 

find access to sell them. 

• Most of fish caught, access to sell them are open widely. 

• Season to catch fish could be predicted, nature condition 
relatively stable. 

• Nature condition is not stable and it is hard to predict. 

• Fishing tools were traditional; they were made of materials 
found around their area, still not familiar with modern technology. 

• Fishing tools have experienced many changes, such size and shape. 
Materials are used from factory. There is modern technology from  

factor such as canoeing machine,  etc. 

 
Table 4: Gender’s Roles in the Activity of Agricultural Business Products (Horticulture) in the Sebangau Area. 

Activity Gender’s Roles 

• Preparing land; Performed by men. 

• Preparing and clearing land; Performed together. 

• Seeding; Performed together. 

• Planting; Performed together or alone. 

• Taking care of land; Performed together or alone 

• Harvesting; Performed by most of women. 

• Packaging (sharing production by certain measurement); Performed by most of women. 

• Processing; Performed by women. 

• Selling. Can be done by men or women. 

  

Table 5: The Roles of Gender in the Activity of Livestock in Sebangau Area. 

Activity Gender’s Roles 

• Making the cage Performed by men 

• Buying chicks Performed by men 

• Taking care the livestock Can be performed by both men and women 

• Selling can be performed by both men and women 

 

 Previously, there was less number of villagers 

take care the livestock before the determination of 

Sebangau as National Park area. If there was some 

live stocks efforts, they were only chicken and non 
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commercial livestock, and only for family needs. 

After the determination of Sebangau National Park, 

there were some efforts of raising livestock in 

Kereng Bangkira. It is relatively new ways for people 

to manage the livestock, but there it is potential to be 

developed in the area.  It is due to the large land area 

and plenty grass; as the food for raising livestock. 

The government through their agricultural staffs with 

the society is doing many programs in terms of live 

stocks such as giving asset to start, such as cows to 

the farmers. By doing this, the farmers are 

encouraged to manage the live stocks.  

 

Survivalist’s Women in Sebangau area: 

 Gender’s roles transformation of women in 

various activity of natural resources management in 

Sebangau area was affirmed due to environmental 

change. When the area has not determined as area of 

conservation, the community is on the state of low 

economic scale by implementing normal strategy, 

where natural resources were available in sufficient 

quantities without limit. In such condition, the role of 

women was domestic, while men were public. By 

determination of the area as conservation area, there 

are some new policies which binding the community. 

It is also due to modernization, and 

commercialization which accumulated in the internal 

mechanism of the community (Figure 4).  

 

 
 

Fig. 4: Survivalist’s Women in Sebangau Area. 

 

 The women’s roles transform to adapt 

themselves with the crisis of resources, which change 

the condition of economic scale of the community. It 

becomes larger, to find new alternatives livelihood 

for men who previously has the authoritative position 

in the public area. The men in Sebangau area must 

find new livelihood because of limited access for 

them in the area of conservation. They have to go out 

of Sebangau area (from mono livelihood to multiple 

livelihoods). The role of men in public sectors must 

be replaced by women who have to stay at home to 

manage domestic sectors (household).  

 This led to a process which author termed as 

Survivalist’s Women. It comes from the word 

survive, something need to be survived for family. It 

can be seen from efforts to stabilize family needs, 

e.g. in production, food security, energy consumption 

and income. One thing should be realized, women’s 

effort to fight for their households, transforming 

from managing strategic things in maintain 
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sustainability of environment and community when 

the condition of natural resources are available and 

sufficient, becoming non strategic roles or only for 

saving themselves from natural resources crisis. This 

process occurred as respond to policy 

implementation, modernization, commercialization, 

environmental change, and internal mechanism 

within the area. This encourages women to be more 

active in performing her public roles in local area. 

These roles previously held by men. Woman in 

Survival can be seen by having more productive 

economic activities taken over by women. While 

men take economic opportunities outside the area 

because of natural resources crisis in Sebangau. 

 

Conclusion: 

 Typology of natural resources can be 

differentiated into three typologies based on the 

nature of community access towards natural 

resources, i.e. public, limited public, and private. In 

Sebangau area, management of natural resources for 

public is done in the sector of fisheries, while 

livestock is part of limited public, and for private is 

in the sector of agricultural business. In the three 

typologies, the women’s roles are increasing as the 

result of limitation towards natural resources in 

Sebangau area. Therefore, the men who previously 

hold the responsibility must find more economic 

opportunities outside the region. 

 The changes in terms of addition of role are not 

a natural response of social system regarding gender 

equality. But, it is a pragmatic response because of 

natural resources crisis, where intensity of women’s 

roles in terms of natural resources management, can 

be found in all typologies.  This can be seen from the 

condition of Sebangau from the era of timber 

industries until its change into area of conservation.  

As a result, the women are pressured to change. So, 

they come up with a new strategy. All women’s 

activities –which taking opportunities and getting 

benefit from natural resources in all typologies– are 

strategies to survive. The more pressure and demand 

they get, they form women responses to be involved 

more in making decision regarding domestic or 

public area. Gender transformation in the community 

of Sebangau is process that the author mentioned as 

Survivalist’s Women.  

 

Suggestion: 

 Findings about natural resources typology are 

inputs for stakeholders who manage Sebangau area, 

in order to formulate policies about gender equality 

based on its unique characteristics of management 

pattern developed for the community around the 

area, culturally, location, and the way to access the 

resources. Additional women workload must be 

balanced with the increased appreciation, so the 

women capacity should be strengthen, therefore there 

is an increasing in terms of economic of the family. 

The women should get adequate information and 

trainings to develop their knowledge and skills. It 

will enable them to do their activities. Facilities 

should be given to women (such as technology, fund 

support, etc) to supporting their activities.  
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